
Town of Amherst, NH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN AGENDA

MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2021 6:30 PM

You are invited to a Zoom webinar.
When: Apr 19, 2021 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Topic: Board of Selectmen Special 04/19/2021
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86061944552

Or Telephone:   (312) 626-6799  
Webinar ID: 860 6194 4552

If you have trouble accessing this meeting, please call (603) 440-8248. 
  
1. Call to Order
  
2. Citizens' Forum
  
3. Public Hearing, Bond Authority over $100,000
 3.1. Pursuant to New Hampshire RSA 33:8-a, the Amherst Board of 

Selectmen hereby announces to the citizens of Amherst the 
convening of a Public Hearing to take input on the proposed Open 
Space Acquisition Bond.

All citizens are invited to attend.

Amherst Conservation Commission Article 22: Open Space Presentation  
  
4. Scheduled Appointments

 4.1. John Harvey and Bill Stoughton on Discretionary Easements 
 4.2. Janelle Morreale, Opportunity Networks, request to host  "The Ability 5K"  
  
5. Administration
 5.1. Acceptance of Waiver of Municipal Liability for a private road. 
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6. Staff Reports
 6.1. Amherst Congregational Church clocktower/steeple painting 
 6.2. Acceptance of Bean Foundation Grant 
 6.3. Hawker and Vendor Permit - Amherst Soccer Tournament 
  
7. Approvals
  
8. Action Items
  
9. Old/New Business
  
 Adjournment
  
 Next Meeting: Town Deliberative, Wednesday May 5, 2021
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Town of Amherst, NH 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

 
Zoom Meeting 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86061944552 

 
Or Telephone:   (312) 626-6799   

Webinar ID: 860 6194 4552 
 

If you have trouble accessing this meeting, please call (603) 440-8248. 

 

Monday, April 19, 2021  6:30 PM 

 

Pursuant to New Hampshire RSA 33:8-a, the Amherst Board of Selectmen 

hereby announces to the citizens of Amherst the convening of a Public 

Hearing to take input on the proposed Open Space Acquisition Bond. 

 

 

All citizens are invited to attend. 

Page 3 of 51

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86061944552


Article 22: Open Space
Amherst Public Hearing

April 19, 2021
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Development Trend in 
Amherst, NH

In the past two years, 5 residential 
developments with over 300 new 
homes have been proposed to be 
built on over 650 acres of 
undeveloped land in Amherst.

Remaining undeveloped areas, 
perceived today as open space, 
are vulnerable to development.
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Amherst vs. Other Towns

Land Conserved
Bedford = 8% 
Merrimack = 9% 
Amherst = 14%
Hollis = 32%
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Our Resident’s Priorities Responses to town’s Master Plan 
survey show that residents 
overwhelmingly support:

• Protection of water resources*
• #1 Priority: 85% ranked as 

“highest” or “high” priority

• Preservation of rural aesthetic
• #2 Priority: 82% ranked as 

“highest” or “high” priority

91% of residents say Amherst 
should protect open space and 
natural resources

* Land conservation is essential to 
protect water resources
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Article 22 Amherst Conservation Commission 
developed Article 22 to provide the 
Town the means to acquire open 
space to meet resident priorities 
and limit future development 
pressure on Town resources

• $6 million for the acquisition of 
developable land to be 
conserved

• Acquisitions to occur over time, 
not to exceed $2 million in a 
given fiscal year

• Less than $40/year tax impact 
for the average home ($350K 
home value)
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Acquisition Criteria Amherst Conservation 
Commission has developed 
detailed acquisition criteria 
that target:

• Protection of irreplaceable 
natural resources

• Contribution to Amherst’s 
rural aesthetic

• Vulnerability to 
development
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z

ACC Recommendations 
on Discretionary 

Easements

April 2021
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z

Approach

▪ Understand Discretionary Easements in comparison to other 

forms of conservation protection

▪ Understand scope of potential use in Amherst

▪ Assess the desirability and financial impact of using 

Discretionary Easements as a conservation tool

▪ Formulate recommendations to Board of Selectmen

Page 12 of 51



z

Conservation Protection Alternatives

▪ Outright land purchase and conservation easements have been 

used to protect open space in Amherst

▪ Discretionary Easements are allowed by RSA 79-C for several 

specified purposes, including

▪ The preservation of open space land, where:

▪ There is scenic enjoyment by the general public from a public way or 

from public waters; or

▪ The open space protection is pursuant to a clearly delineated federal, 

state, or local conservation policy.
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Comparison of Conservation Protection 
Alternatives

Purchase Permanent 

Conservation 

Easement

Discretionary

Easement 

(generally <10 

acres)

Current Use

(>10 acres)

Duration Permanent Permanent Minimum of 10 

years

Until no longer qualifying

Owner Cancellation Rights N/A N/A May apply to 

Selectmen based 

on severe personal 

hardship

Land comes out of 

current use automatically 

when its size or use no 

longer qualifies

Degree of Conservation

Protection

Excellent Excellent Good, but only 

during term of 

easement

Limited

Degree of Public Access and

Use

Excellent Usually Good Very good None to Moderate
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Comparative Costs of Alternatives

Purchase Permanent 

Conservation 

Easement

Discretionary 

Easement

(<10 acres)

Current Use (>10 acres) Notes

Initial Cost to Town Agreed Price (often 

FMV)

Agreed Price $0 $0 

Amherst 

Assessment

N/A $115/acre average Between Current Use 

and 75% of value at 

discretion of 

Selectmen

Average $122/acre in 

Amherst.  $23 to 

$455/acre depending on 

use.  Twenty percent 

reduction if public access 

granted

Values from 2019 

Town Report and 

2020 NH Current 

Use Assessment 

Table

Number of Acres in 

Amherst

137 0 6117 Values from 2019 

Town Report

Annual Cost/Acre to 

Town (Property Tax 

Reduction)

Estimated at 

approximately 

$390/acre/year (All 

tax revenue lost)

Estimated at 

approximately 

$387/acre/year 

Estimated at between 

$98 and 

$387/acre/year

Estimated at 

approximately 

$387/acre/year 

All estimates 

assume land 

otherwise would 

be assessed at 

approximately 

$13,700/acre, tax 

rate $28.50/1000

One-time Tax 

Recovery at end of 

Easement/Current 

Use

N/A N/A Up to 10% of Full 

value of land 

(Selectmen specify a 

value between 0-10% 

in easement)

10% of Full value of land 

(LUCT)
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What is the Potential for Use of 
Discretionary Easements in Amherst?

▪ Assume owners of 10+ acre properties would elect Current Use 

and not consider Discretionary Easement

▪ Current Use provides large property tax benefit with fewer 

restrictions

▪ Identify properties <10 acres that meet existing ACC 

Conservation Plan criteria for protection

▪ Use subset of same criteria briefed for Open Space Bond Warrant 

Article
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Highest Ranked 

Wildlife 

Protection 

Regions 

(WAP2020)

Data based on:

- USDA Forest Service 

samples each 6,000 acre 

block every 3 yrs

- NH Fish & Game 

assesses 70,000 Natural 

Heritage inventory points

- Resulting determination 

available on NRPC maps 

for Amherst
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Range of Annual Costs if Discretionary 
Easements Granted

Number 

of 

Properties

Total 

Acres

Assessed 

Value

Average 

Assessment/

Acre

Annual Tax 

Currently 

Collected

Potential Annual Cost in 

Property Tax Revenue Lost

Vacant 

Properties 

less than 10 

acres

332 876 $12,000,000 $13,699 $342,000 Between $85,500 and $338,954

Vacant 

Properties 

less than 10 

acres 

Designated 

as Wildlife 

Habitat

167 588 $7,705,000 $13,104 $219,593 Between $54,893 and $217,548

• Far fewer than 167 properties would be candidates if easements are 

restricted to buildable lots (considering wetlands, steep slopes, floodplain, 

road access) that are not already in current use or part of an approved 

development
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Financial Analysis of Discretionary 
Easement

Initial Value

Annual 

Property Tax 

Rate

Annual Land 

Appreciation DE Term

DE 

Assessment 

Percentage

DE Surrender 

Percentage

Present 

Value 

Discount 

Rate

$100,000 0.0285 3.00% 15 70.0% 10.0% 1.50%

$155,797

Town

Town 

Present 

Value Owner

Owner 

Present 

Value

DE tax cost ($12,825) ($11,408) ($29,925) ($26,620)

DE Termination 

payment $15,580 $12,461 ($15,580) ($12,461)

Appreciation $55,797 $44,629

Net $2,755 $10,292

Net Present Value $1,053 $5,548

(Town - reduction 

granted; Owner - Tax 

Land Value at end of DE
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Financial Analysis of Discretionary 
Easement

▪ Conclusions

▪ Generally net positive to the Town with 10-15 year term, 10% 

surrender, and with 60+% assessment

▪ Generally net positive to Owner with 10-15 year term, 10% 

surrender, and with 70% assessment if appreciation is slightly more 

than 3% annually

▪ Assessments and other characteristics of individual properties will 

vary and, therefore, the financial terms of each proposed 

Discretionary Easement should be analyzed 
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Discretionary Easements as a 
Conservation Tool

▪ Conclusion:  Discretionary Easements are not ideal as a standalone conservation tool 

because of the relatively short-term protection provided

▪ But for some properties, and with carefully analyzed terms, they could be useful as a 

bridge to potential permanent conservation protection, at little net cost to the Town

▪ Waive termination fee if owner sells to town or agrees to permanent conservation 

protection

▪ Use DE period to discuss sale or permanent conservation easement with owner

▪ In appropriate cases, incorporate Town/ACC purchase right (but not obligation) 

at termination of Discretionary Easement

▪ Would need to confirm purchase right is permissible in the DE

▪ Level of landowner interest unknown
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ACC Recommendations

Recommendations Reason

Consider Discretionary Easements only for entire lots that 
are currently vacant

No easements on partial or occupied lots – limited 
conservation protection at potentially high total cost to 
Town

Consider only for properties that meet established 
conservation criteria

Use established criteria to ensure compliance with RSA 
requirements

Consider only for properties that could be buildable lots 
and which are at reasonable risk of development

Do not use for lots that will not be developed anyway; 
included in ACC criteria

Require ACC review of application and report as advice to 
Board of Selectmen Provides conservation assessment of particular property

In general, use 65-75% Assessment Value (i.e., minimum or 
near minimum tax reduction) Should provide adequate incentive at lowest cost to Town

In general, use 10% Termination Fee (i.e., maximum 
termination fee); waive if land sold to town or permanently 
protected

Encourage conversion to permanent protection, least cost 
to town

In general, use 10 to 15 year term

Shorter term usually improves economics for Town, 
provides best incentive for conversion to permanent 
protection

Prepare option for ACC to buy outright at termination (at 
80-90% of then-appraised value); use in appropriate 
circumstances Easement is bridge to permanent protection
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Initial Value

Annual
Property Tax
Rate

Annual Land
Appreciation DE Term

DE
Assessment
Percentage

DE Surrender
Percentage

Present
Value
Discount
Rate

$100,000 0.0285 3.00% 15 70.0% 10.0% 1.50%
Land Value at end of DE $155,797

Town

Town
Present
Value Owner

Owner
Present
Value

DE tax cost ($12,825) ($11,408) ($29,925) ($26,620)
(Town - reduction granted;
Owner - Tax Actually Paid)

DE Termination
payment $15,580 $12,461 ($15,580) ($12,461)
Appreciation $55,797 $44,629

Net $2,755 $10,292
Net Present Value $1,053 $5,548

Page 23 of 51



Page 24 of 51



Page 25 of 51



Enriching Our Communities by Connecting Employers & Individuals with Opportunities to Succeed

Main Office:  11 Caldwell Drive, Amherst, NH 03031   603 883-4402   fax: 603 883-4468
116 Perimeter Road, Nashua, NH 03063   603 889-0796   fax: 603 546-0128

www.opportunitynetworks.org

March 26, 2021

Dear Amherst Selectmen,

We are working with a local Timing Business, North Star, located in Amherst to assist us with this race. Mike Merra, 
the business owner informed us that a road closure permit was needed from the town to close Church Street from 
the intersection of Manchester Road and Middle Street.  This road closure would be from 7:30 to 12:00 on the day 
of the event. The course is the same course that is used by the AWJC for their annual Turkey Trout. The start/finish 
line will be in front of the Amherst Congregation Church.  We have been in touch with the church and are waiting 
an answer, in previous years they were in full support. 

We are renting 3 porta johns through Dave’s Septic for the event and wondering if there is a specific spot you 
would like us to put them.  In 2019 we had them on the Amherst Congregation Church property and I will have a 
delivery and pickup date closer to the event. We would also be requesting a police detail and EMT for the day of 
the event as well. We specifically would want a Police detail at the intersection on Boston Post Rd and New Boston 
Rd.  

We are very excited to be hosting this community event. This race will also allow our clients; adults who are living 
with disabilities have the opportunity to be active participants in this event.  In fact, our clients will be training for 
this race during their day program.

Thank you for your consideration on our request. If you need additional information, please contact me at
608-883-4402 or at jmorreale@opportunitynetworks.org.

Sincerely,

Janelle Morreale
Fundraising & Event Coordinator
Opportunity Networks Inc.
(603) 883-4402 X15
Fax: 603-883-4468
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Town of Amherst, NH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

STAFF REPORT

Title: Acceptance of Waiver of Municipal 
Liability for a private road.

Department: Administration

Meeting Date: April 19, 2021 Staff Contact: Dean Shankle

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
This is a request for the BOS to authorize the issuance of a building permit on a 
property that has frontage on a class VI road, in accordance with NH RSA 674:41.  A 
detailed explanation can be found in the letter from Attorney Tom Quinn, attached 
below.  

In accordance with the statute, the Planning Board has reviewed this and had no 
objection.  

In addition, the BOS needs to accept the Waiver of Municipal Liability.  
 
BUDGET IMPACT:
(Include general ledger account numbers)   
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS:
This is something the BOS has done in the past, after a careful review of each 
situation, and so sets no precedence. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD RECOMMENDATION:
Suggest approving motion. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION:
I move that we authorize the issuance of building permit for a single family residence on 
Map 11 Lot 16, which is located on a class VI road, in accordance with NH RSA 674:41 
and further that we accept the attached Waiver of Municipal Liability from Joshua M 
Roberts and Mikaela K Dwyer, owners of said property. 
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR RECOMMENDATION:
Concur with myself. 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Letter to Dean Shankle April 15 2021
2. 21-0053 ROBERTS Waiver of Municipal Liability
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3. Plan 37635
4. Driveway Plan Roberts
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Return to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF AMHERST 

 

WAIVER OF MUNICIPAL LIABILITY FOR 

BUILDING PERMIT PURSUANT TO RSA 674:41 

 

AGREEMENT AND RELEASE 

 

 

NOW COMES, JOSHUA M. ROBERTS and MIKAELA K. DWYER, whose mailing 

address is 7 Independence Way, Apt. #310, Franklin, MA  02038 (hereinafter referred to as 

APPLICANT), and, in consideration of the TOWN OF AMHERST, having an address of 2 

Main Street, Amherst, New Hampshire 03031 (hereinafter referred to as the TOWN), by its 

governing body, the Board of Selectmen, authorizing the issuance of a permit to construct a 

single family residence on a lot lacking frontage on a Class V road and serviced by a right of 

way from Pulpit Road in Bedford, New Hampshire, do hereby agree as follows: 

 

Recitals: 

 

WHEREAS, APPLICANT is the owner of certain real property off of Pulpit Road and High 

Street in the Towns of Amherst and Bedford, Hillsborough County, New Hampshire, which 

property consists of the property depicted as Map 17, Lot 2-8 on the Town of Bedford Tax Maps, 

and Map 11, Lot 16 on the Town of Amherst Tax Maps, and also on a plan of land entitled, 

“Overview Plan, Prepared For & Land Of:  Mary K. Goldman, 569 Sparrow Court, Lindenhurst, 

IL  60046, Land Located At:  Pulpit Road, Bedford & Amherst, NH”, dated June 6, 2011, with 

revisions through April 12, 2012, recorded with the Hillsborough County Registry of Deeds as 

Plan #37635, the same having been acquired by the APPLICANT by deed dated December 22, 

2020, which deed is recorded in the Hillsborough County Registry of Deeds at Book 9400, Page 

986; and 

 

WHEREAS, the APPLICANT is desirous of constructing a single family residence on said 

property but would be precluded from doing so by virtue of NH law as set forth at NHRSA 

674:41 and/or applicable Town ordinances; and,  
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 2 

 

WHEREAS, NHRSA 674:41 provides a mechanism to permit the Selectmen to allow such 

construction provided the APPLICANT executes, in recordable form, a waiver and certification 

relative to the maintenance and use of said right of way. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the APPLICANT on behalf of themselves, their heirs, legal 

representatives, successors and assigns, covenants and agrees as follows: 

 

1.  The APPLICANT or its assigns, plans to apply for a building permit to construct a 

single-family residence relating to the property located off Pulpit Road and High Street, namely, 

Map 17, Lot 2-8 on the Town of Bedford Tax Maps, and Map 11, Lot 16 on the Town of 

Amherst Tax Maps, referenced above.   

 

2.  The single-family residence and related improvements will be constructed upon Map 11, Lot 

16 in Amherst.  Access will be over a driveway leading from Pulpit Road in Bedford, over 

property formerly known as High Street in Bedford (now discontinued), across Pulpit Road in 

Amherst (Class VI) to the property.   

 

3.  The TOWN neither assumes responsibility for the maintenance, including snow plowing, nor 

liability for any damages resulting from the use of the right of way which serves as access to 

Map 17, Lot 2-8 on the Town of Bedford Tax Maps, and Map 11, Lot 16 on the Town of 

Amherst Tax Maps.     

 

4.  The APPLICANT shall be responsible for maintaining access to the subject property and 

does/do hereby forever release and discharge the TOWN, its officers, agents and employees from 

the obligation of maintaining the easement/right of way referenced in Paragraph 3., above, and 

from any claim of any nature, whether in tort of otherwise, which APPLICANT, its legal 

representative, successors and/or assigns might have against the TOWN for any loss or damage, 

including those incurred through failure to provide municipal services, including police, fire and 

ambulance services, arising out of the condition of the right of way from the point where the 

right of way intersects Pulpit Road in Bedford, which is a Class V road.   

 

5.  The APPLICANT assumes responsibility for transporting any school-age children residing in 

the residence to be constructed upon the subject property to the nearest regular school bus stop.  

 

6.  The APPLICANT assumes responsibility for the maintenance and repair of the right of way 

referred to in Paragraph 3., above, together with others entitled to the use thereof, if any, and 

agrees that it will maintain and, if necessary, construct said right of way at no expense to the 

Town.   

 

7.  The APPLICANT understands and acknowledges that the within does not in any way relieve 

the APPLICANT from complying with any and all laws, regulations and codes that may be 

applicable to said construction other than the frontage requirement referenced herein. 
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8.  The APPLICANT agrees and acknowledges that this condition shall run with the land and 

shall remain in effect and this document, once executed, shall be binding on the APPLICANT 

and its legal representatives, successors and/or assigns.  This document shall, when executed, be 

provided to the Town for recordation so that the within requirements shall become a matter of 

public record. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, having taken the prescribed oath, have set its hand  

this _______ day of __________________, 2021. 

 

      APPLICANT 

 

 

_______________________________ ______________________________________ 

Witness     JOSHUA M. ROBERTS 

 

 

_______________________________  ______________________________________  

Witness     MIKAELA K. DWYER    

 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

 

This instrument was acknowledged before me on ________________________, 2021 by 

JOSHUA M. ROBERTS. 

 

 

      _______________________________________   

      Notary Public/Justice of the Peace 

       

 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

 

This instrument was acknowledged before me on ________________________, 2021 by 

MIKAELA K. DWYER. 

 

 

      _______________________________________   

      Notary Public/Justice of the Peace 
 

 

#21-0053 ROBERTS Waiver of Municipal Liability 
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Town of Amherst, NH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

STAFF REPORT

Title: Amherst Congregational Church 
clocktower/steeple painting

Department: Public Works

Meeting Date: April 19, 2021 Staff Contact: Eric Hahn

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The Amherst Congregational Church clocktower and steeple was last painted in 2009, 
DPW utilized the RFP process, that was not connected to any work commissioned by 
the Church.  Recently, Charlie Vars, representing the Congregational Church 
approached DPW with an offer to undertake a joint venture for painting the Church and 
Steeple.  For the purpose of this meeting, DPW only wants to discuss with the BOS 
whether or not to join with the Church for a joint painting project.  

The Steeple should be painted relatively soon.  DPW is already in the process of 
making other repairs to the steeple columns.  

The work done in 2009 by P.M. MacKay Painting Group cost $15,385.00.  The website 
and phone number for P.M. MacKay group are no longer active; it appears the 
company is no longer in business.

The Church has reached out to several vendors and presented to DPW some pricing 
totals, the low bid contained a detailed estimate for $25,160.  This estimate contains an 
itemized list of proposed work that satisfies all of the work required in the 2009 RFP, 
plus some work categories that would also have to be included in any RFP the DPW 
may formulate today.  These include carpentry repairs, a spot prime coat followed by a 
full primer coat and two coats of finish paint.    

While there are advantages to joining forces with the Congregational Church, DPW is 
unwilling to commit town resources to this project before the BOS discusses this and 
expresses a desire for the DPW to pursue working with the Church.    

 
BUDGET IMPACT:
(Include general ledger account numbers)   
Gov't buildings, 01-4194-40-2430.  Possibly partial amount from FY21, partial from 
FY22.
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS:
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Town policy requires an RFP for projects over $10,000.   An exception would have to 
be discussed as part of the concept of joining forces and letting the Church take the 
lead.
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD RECOMMENDATION:
No recommendation at this time.  Presenting information only.
 
SUGGESTED MOTION:
No suggested motion at this time.
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR RECOMMENDATION:
I agree that working in conjunction with the church is appealing.  However, I think the 
process would have been more transparent from the town's perspective if the 
collaboration would have begun before the bidding process so that we could have 
made sure that it conformed with town standards.  If there is no downside to the town 
bidding its portion separately, it is certainly something the BOS should consider.  

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Steeple Painting Estimate
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Town of Amherst, NH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

STAFF REPORT

Title: Acceptance of Bean Foundation 
Grant

Department: Parks & Recreation 
Department

Meeting Date: April 19, 2021 Staff Contact: Craig Fraley

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The Parks and Recreation Department was awarded a $40,000 grant from the Bean 
Foundation for the purpose of updating the clubhouse at Buck Meadow Conservation 
and Recreation Area.  A public hearing was held at the BOS meeting on 4/12/2021.  All 
public input was in favor of accepting the grant.  The money will be used to replace 
windows, carpeting, update bathrooms and paint the interior of the building.  

Terms of the Grant

 The terms of the grant are that we must expend the entire grant within 12 
months and only spend grant money on specific goals from the narrative. 

 We must write a report at the end of the project to the Bean Foundation stating 
what we did with the money.

 We must give the Bean Foundation some sort of recognition for the use of the 
grant (plaque on the wall).  

  
 
BUDGET IMPACT:
(Include general ledger account numbers)   
Decrease in need Maintenance costs for the Clubhouse at Buck Meadow
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS:
N/A
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD RECOMMENDATION:
I recommend the money be accepted by the BOS
 
SUGGESTED MOTION:
I make a motion that we approve the awarded Bean Foundation Grant awarded to the 
Amherst Parks and Recreation Department in the sum of $40,000.  
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR RECOMMENDATION:
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Concur.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Bean Foundation Project Narrative

Page 47 of 51



   
 

  1 
 

Amherst Parks & Recreation  

Project Narrative  

Norwin S. and Elizabeth N.  Bean Foundation 

Background 

The mission of Amherst Parks and Recreation is to enhance the quality of life for all Amherst residents 
with high-quality programming in health, leisure, fitness, and outdoor education through a series of well-

maintained park(s) and recreational facilities.   This is completed through offering a series of 
programming that includes all facets of Recreation.    
The Amherst Parks and Recreation has been very successful in offering classes that meet the needs of our 
youth and middle-aged adult population with about 7000 participants annually.  This includes programing 

in youth sports, adult exercise classes, the Amherst makerspace, theater classes, outdoor education 
programs and free community events like our summer concert series, winter festival and much more.  The 

department also manages the Baboosic Lake Town Beach located on Baboosic Lake.  The beach annually 
has three to five thousand visitors as well, including patrons from not only Amherst but surrounding 
towns and cities as far out as Manchester, Nashua and Tyngsboro MA.   

Amherst Parks and Recreation has always been known to offer great opportunities to the youth of 
Amherst.  We also have programming for families and younger adults.  One demographic that the 

department has often struggled to offer programming to is our older adult/senior population.   The reason 

for this is we do not have the adequate indoor space to offer such programming in a year-round capacity.  
Until the purchase of Buck Meadow, the only public meeting space in town is the Amherst Town Library 

and the Amherst School District.  Amherst Parks and Recreation has relied heavily on the Amherst 
School District for the use of indoor space.  While we have a great working relationship with the local 

school districts, we are unable to offer programming during school hours.  This has made it very 
challenging to offer any kind daytime programming to our older adult population.  Until recently the 
department has very little accessible indoor space during daytime hours.    

Buck Meadow Conservation and Recreation Area 

In March of 2020 the Town of Amherst had the fortune of acquiring Buck Meadow Golf Course.   The 

joint purchase of Buck Meadow was made in partnership between the Amherst Conservation Commission 
and Amherst Parks and Recreation.   This forty-acre property is located on Route 101A in Amherst.  The 

plan for the property is to build athletic fields and a playground on 10 acres and the other 30 acres will 
stay as conserved grass woodlands.  There are established walking trails that will eventually connect to 
other walking paths in the area to give local residents access to the park by foot and bicycle.   

The property came with a 1900 square foot clubhouse located adjacent to a fifty-car parking lot.  The 
clubhouse building has two bathrooms, a kitchen and a large open room that can house up to forty seated 

people.  The clubhouse has always been used in the golfing season as the pro-shop and clubhouse but was 
never open during the winter months.  The Clubhouse does have a heating system but the doors and 

windows need to be replaced.  Some of the updating will include new carpeting, new windows and 

upgraded bathrooms.   We are also in the process of partnering with the Amherst Lions Club to update the 
kitchen area so they can use the space for their monthly meetings.   

With the Support of The Bean Foundation’s generous award of the grant, the clubhouse will take the role 

of a much-needed indoor meeting space Amherst Parks and Recreation has not had in the past.  We will 
be able modernize the building with new windows, doors and updated bathrooms as well as fresh paint 
and indoor furnishings.  This project will truly be built with the idea of bringing the community together.   
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Once completed, we will have an ADA accessible meeting space that residents of Amherst can utilize for 

civic group meetings, family gatherings, book clubs, scouting meetings as well an area to host a variety of 
Senior programming including gaming, lecture series, senior meals and coffee hours and much more.    

2019 Senior Citizen Survey   

In May of 2019 we surveyed 139 Senior Citizens from Amherst the survey asked questions regarding 

what services current seniors were taking advantage of, what services they would like to see Amherst 

provide as well as ideas for programs and topics.  Here are some key indications that came out of the 
survey that we feel are necessary for us to offer and speak on behalf of seniors needing a meeting place 
like Buck Meadow. 

47% of Seniors who took the survey felt seniors' recreational needs were not being met.  Comments on 
this topic included: 

• “Amherst needs a senior center where seniors meals and gatherings can take place.” 

• “A senior center is needed.” 

• “I wish there was a senior center that served lunches.” 

• “Most current services are geared towards families with children.” 

One Survey question was; What programs, opportunities or services could the Town of Amherst provide 
that you feel would improve your quality of life? 

• “Opportunities to engage with other active seniors.” 

• “Cognitive development/maintenance-oriented offerings, Discussion groups, reading groups, 

more lectures.” 

•   “A senior center where seniors can meet others and help one another. Chair yoga and tai chi, line 
dance lessons, computer and iPad help. Ways to help others for just 2 hours or less. Trips and 
lecture specialists for healthy senior living would be great too.”  

 

Expected Outcome   

Expected Outcomes How will it be measured 

Provide a much-needed space for seniors to meet 

and engage 

Participation in the 65+ age range will increase. 

A community Room that is ADA accessible and 
utilized by Amherst residents 

Inclusive program offerings and easier access to 
programs will see an increase for this 
demographic.  Increased facility rental income 

Making our senior population more active Creating active walking clubs and exercise clubs 
based out of the clubhouse at Buck Meadow 

Amherst Recreation will continue to offer more to 

our senior population 

After two years of the Club House being run, we 
will survey our Senior Citizens again to see if we 
get a higher satisfaction number.   

 

 

Conclusion 

The Clubhouse at Buck Meadow has the potential to fill a much-needed gap in our programming to 

Senior Citizens.  The location of the property in conjunction to its proximity to Parkhust place, walking 
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trails and athletic fields will make Buck Meadow Conservation and Recreation Area a well-rounded park 

for all of the citizens of Amherst.  Whether you are a five-year-old soccer player, a cross country skier, a 
55-year-old bird watcher or a 75-year-old crafter, we can truly say that we are offering something for 
everyone at Buck Meadow.   
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Town of Amherst, NH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

STAFF REPORT

Title: Hawker and Vendor Permit - Amherst 
Soccer Tournament

Department: Police Department

Meeting Date: April 19, 2021 Staff Contact: Mark Reams

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Issuance of Hawker and Vendor permit to Amherst Soccer Club representative for food 
concessions at the May 29-31 tournament.
 
BUDGET IMPACT:
(Include general ledger account numbers)   
None
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS:
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD RECOMMENDATION:
 
SUGGESTED MOTION:
Move to approve Hawker and Vendor permit to Lisa Davidson of the Amherst Soccer 
Club for sale of food concessions at May 2021 soccer tournament.
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR RECOMMENDATION:
Concur

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 20210414105846
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	1. Call to Order
	2. Citizens' Forum
	3. Public Hearing, Bond Authority over $100,000
	1. Pursuant to New Hampshire RSA 33:8-a, the Amherst 
	FY22 Bond Public Hearing Notice, 4.19.2021
	Public Hearing 4-19-21


	4. Scheduled Appointments
	1. John Harvey and Bill Stoughton on Discretionary Ea
	Discretionary Easements - Apr 2021
	Discretionary Easement Present Value

	2. Janelle Morreale, Opportunity Networks, request to
	2880_001
	TOWN COMMON USE APPLICATION- Filled out
	Letter to Selectmen - request for road closing


	5. Administration
	1. Acceptance of Waiver of Municipal Liability 
	Staff Report
	Letter to Dean Shankle April 15 2021
	21-0053 ROBERTS Waiver of Municipal Liability
	Plan 37635
	Driveway Plan Roberts


	6. Staff Reports
	1. Amherst Congregational Church clocktower/steeple p
	Staff Report
	Steeple Painting Estimate

	2. Acceptance of Bean Foundation Grant
	Staff Report
	Bean Foundation Project Narrative

	3. Hawker and Vendor Permit for soccer tournament
	Staff Report


	7. Approvals
	8. Action Items
	9. Old/New Business
	 Adjournment
	 Next Meeting:  Town Deliberative, Wednesday May 5, 2021

