
Town of Amherst 1 
Conservation Commission Meeting 2 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 3 
 4 

In attendance were:  Daryl D’Angelo, Peter Lyon, Rich Hart, Lee Gilman, Rob Clemens, Victor Bennison, John 5 
Harvey, Wes Roberson, Bruce Beckley 6 
 7 
Staff in attendance:  Planner Simon Corson who recorded the minutes. 8 
 9 
Chairman Daryl D’Angelo called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. 10 
 11 
Director of the Department of Public Works, Bruce Berry was the ACC’s guest. Berry came to the Commission with 12 
the Ponemah Hill Road Culvert Plan. Bruce passed around the plan which includes existing conditions/removals 13 
plan, culvert replacement plan, and construction details. Bruce said he has met with both downstream property 14 
owners and he will meet with the upstream property owner. Wes mentioned the need for critters to navigate this 15 
infrastructure. Bruce said there are no concerns there. There was some discussion with Bruce about potential 16 
environmental concerns associated with this project. Bruce assured the board that there is no cause for any such 17 
concerns.  18 

Bruce reviewed another road construction project, Nathan Lord. This project will use many catch basins so an 19 
explanation of a catch basin’s purpose was provided. The Director states that he will come back when he has plans. 20 
Discussion followed.  21 

John moved to approve Bruce’s proposal for Ponemah Hill Road as presented and endorsed Daryl to sign the 22 
document.  Rob seconds. Motion passes 7-0.  23 

Lee asked Bruce to let the Commission know about projects far in advance so that they can prepare Invasive Species 24 
Management Plans. Bruce said he will happily do that.  25 

The Commission thanked the Department of Public Works for the terrific job they do, especially plowing parking 26 
lots this winter! Bruce leaves.  27 

Meeting Minutes: March 8th, 2017 minutes were discussed in brief. Rob edits misspelled word “asphalt”. John made 28 
motion to approve minutes as amended. Rob seconds. Wes abstains. Motion passed 6-0.   29 

John discussed the Commission’s finances. He tells the board they only have a few dollars left before July 1, 2017.  30 

Gilman explained that a tree on the Monson Lot is leaning and may fall. An abutter has raised concern that if the tree 31 
fell, it could damage their property/ house. Lee said he could take the tree down safely for $200. Daryl asked the 32 
ACC if money should be taken out of the Conservation Fund for this purpose. Wes moved to approve up to $200  33 
from the Conservation Fund for Lee to take down the tree. John seconds. Motion passes 7-0.  34 

John provided a management plan update. He discussed how the plan will be structured as well as the purpose for 35 
creating a conservation plan. John reported that the major sections have been written and are available to be viewed 36 
by the Commission. John discussed the inclusion of the strategies section of the plan. John expressed desire to create 37 
a map with focus areas for the year ahead using the conservation matrix to prioritize certain parcels ahead of others. 38 
Simon from the Office of Community Development extended his help creating such a map using the ArcGIS 39 
software.  40 

There was a longer discussion about the Town of Amherst’s Master Plan that calls for the ACC to develop a 41 
Greenway. Discussion was had about what the term Greenway means. The Master Plan uses the term to mean a 42 
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multiuse trail connecting several locations in Town. The ACC uses this term to mean an ecological greenway or 43 
wildlife corridor, not a path with the primary function of providing transportation from Point A to Point B. It is 44 
generally agreed that the development of such a transportation greenway is not the ACC responsibility to create, as 45 
the Master Plan suggests. S. Corson supported that it is not the ACC responsibility to lead in the creation of a 46 
transportation greenway.  47 

Daryl shared sealed minutes with the commission to discuss whether the minutes should be made public or resealed 48 
at this time. The August 10, 2016 Sealed Minutes were discussed. Lee moved that the minutes be unsealed. Victor 49 
seconds. Rob abstains. Motion passes 6-0.  50 

Rich moved to have the December 14, 2016 Sealed Minutes resealed for 90 days. John seconds. Motion passes 7-0.  51 

Wes moved to have the December 28, 2016 Sealed Minutes resealed for 90 days. Victor seconds. Rob abstains. 52 
Motion passes 6-0.  53 

Rich talked about Sustainability Fair at Wilton/ Lyndeborough School on Saturday, April 22, 2016. Rich said if 54 
anyone would like to join him at the fair, to reach out and let him know. Rich handed out a poster explaining the 55 
history of Lindabury Orchard. Rich said he will create posters that include the present and future of the Orchard.  56 

Rob moved the meeting to be adjourned. Peter seconds. Motion passes 7-0.  57 

Meeting adjourned at 9:40pm. 58 
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