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1. Name 
historic AMHERST VILLAGE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

and/or common AMHERST VIL LAGE HISTOR IC DISTRICT 

2. Location ./L{),~~-" 1 .. IJA · : . ~· )-... 1 Mc..c-1 ... N .. . :; "1 d Mo. , .. ;,. . 1. y c."'"' ".; 
•A M h e ¥" ,,'f J \') l'I V ' ) J r- LA d 'I' 1( J 0..,. ' d (.$ en1 t r 0 & 1 fa. J $ 1 

street & number (See Conti nu at ion Sheet # 1) J - not for publication 

city, town Amherst _ vicinity of congressional district 

state New Hampshire code 33 county Hi I I sborough 

3. Classification 
Category 
_x__ district 
_ building(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_ private 
_x__ both 
Public Acquisition 
_ in process 
_ being considered 
X N/A 

Status 
L occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes : restricted 
_x__ yes : unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 
name Mu ltiple-Pu b I i c & Pr ivate 

street & number <See Cont inuat ion Sheets #2 - #8 ) 

city, town Amherst _ vicinity of 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
L commercial 
L educational 
_ entertainment 
_x_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 

street & number 

city, town 

Hi I lsborough County Reg istry of Deeds 
Hi I lsborough County Courthouse 

19 Temp le Street 

Nashua state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Second 

code 01 1 

L museum 
_x_ park 
_x_ private residence 
_x_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

New Hampsh ire 

New Hampsh i re 

title NH Preservation P lan has this property been determined elegible? _ yes _x__ no 

date 1970 

depository for survey records 

city, town Box #856 , Concord 

_ federal __x._ state _ county _ local 

NH State Historic Preservation Off ice 
Department of Resources & Economic Deve lopment 

state New Hampshi re 
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From Am herst Vi I I age center outwa rd to I i nes drawn 200 feet beyond Cou r t house Road, 
Boston Post Road, Amherst Street, Old Ma nchester Road, Mack Hi I I Road , Dodge Road , 
Jones Road , Foundry St reet, a nd Davis Lane. See attached ma ps. 



I -
7. Description 
Condition 

· 
· 

_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_ moved date ---"n=.L...::a:;__ _______ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Amherst Vi I I age Historic District is centered about the Big Common, #118, as its focal 
point. Surrounding the Big Common are the Amherst Town Hal I, formerly the Third County 
Courthouse, #162, the Congregational Church, formerly the Second Meetinghouse, #63, The 
Amherst Brick School, #82, other sma ller open green areas, including the Civi I War Common, 
#75, and World War I Common, #74, the former Amherst Post Office, #97, the Colonel Robert 
Means House, #96, and the Old Burial Ground, #161, as wel I as other bui I dings dating from 
the late Eighteenth and early Nineteenth Centuries. The Big Common, originally set aside 
as common grazing land for the vi I lagers' cattle and sheep, later became the scene of the 
mi I itary musters of the local Mi I itia, the site of annual fairs and the center 
of town activ ities . In this century, elms, maples and white pines have been planted there. 
The Vi I !age Center is considered on the the purest examples of a late .Eighteenth and early 
Nineteenth Century New England v i I !age. The level area around the Big Common, originally 
cal led "The Pl.a ins", was the intersection of the principal east-west and north-south arteries 
of pre-Revolutionary times. When the town center was removed from the area cal led 
Upper Flanders, sfte #153; :to the Plains, about 1755, the vi 1 lage developed around the 
Big Common, #118 and along the eight roads which radiated therefrom. 

Today the area around the Big Common and the roads radiating outward from the vi I I age center 
contain an outstanding concentration of bui !dings from the late Colonial, Federal and 
Greek Revival periods of American architecture. Streetscapes evoke the period as strongly 
as indi vidual bui I dings. 

Intrusions during the past one hundred years have been remarkably few and for the most part 
unobtru sive. A few mod.e_rn, colonial_-style homes have been bui It on the periphery of the 
Historic Distr ict; the Clark Schoo l, #33, exhibits archi tectural styles of the first half 
of the 20th uti I ity I ines and poles lend a somewhat 
jarring note. There are just four bui I dings devoted to purely commercia l actiiities 
within the district, #85, #86 and #103. These are of an architectural. style which is 
genera ll y compatib le with the surrounding buildings. (In fact, there are no rea l intrusions 
within the district. Some are noted as being non-contributing, but for reasons 
of their ages, rather inharmon iu s scale or siting . Ei ghteenth and century 
development patterns are wel I reflected even in more recent uses and bui I ding types.) 
Limited home occupations are carried out in a number of private residences within the vi I I age, 
but again the type of work and control led signs are evocative of an earlier era. A doctor, 
a dentist, a landscape gardener, a cabinet-maker, a seamstress, antiques for sale, and 
handcrafts are examples of home occupations which are currently being pursued within the 
Amherst Vi I lage His t oric Di strict . 

The large open common area, #171, contains the flood plain of Beaver Brook and open meadow 
land surrounding the brook. In earli er days the center of t he dam located between sites 
#73 and #167 was raised and lower ed to control spring flooding and to provide a pond for 
ice harvesting in winter. Today the open area and pond preserve the sense of openness and 
rural character nea r the heart of the vi I I age. Likewise the approaches to the vi I I age have 
fortunately remained largely open and undeveloped, although Horace Greeley Highway 
(Amherst Street), the main east-west artery , has seen some deve lopment in recent years. 
The approaches to the vi I I age h•om the south v i a the Boston Post Road and Courthouse Road 
pass th rough open meadow and woodland with a sprinkling of bu i I dings, including an 18th 
Century roadside inn. Approaching from the west down Christian Hi I I into Foundary Street, 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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one passes through one of the few remaining .operating farms near the vi I I age, 
(adjacent to Meadowview Cemetery, site #119) aga i n fortifying the town's rura .I 
character and identi ty with the past. Approaches f rom the north via Boston Post 
Road and Mack Hi I I Road and from the east via the Old Manchester Road pass through 
largely wooded areas, punctuated by open meadows and individual houses. Thus the 
integrity of Amherst Vi I I age has been preserved not only within the defined 
boundaries of the Historic District, but a I ong the severa I approach routes as we I I . 

(See Continuation Sheet 
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AMHERST VIL LAGE HISTOR IC DISTRICT 
INVENTORY OF BU ILD INGS AND OPEN SPACE 

1. House, early 20th Century Colon ia l Revival, 2i story ctapboard , pitched roof, 
sma ll center chimney , five bay front facade with center entrance, attached 
garage , plus one story porch. Bu i It after 1890. Non- contributing . 

2. House , late 19th century vernacu lar , greatly altered , 2 story clapboard, gable 
front, low pitched roof, p lain corner boards, boxed cornice returns, 2 story 
bay projection added across f ront, entrance side of front, al t ered , attached 
shed and garage . Bu i It after 1892. Non- contr i buting . 

3. House, Modern Colonial - derived, 2 story wi th lean- to, clapboard , pitched roof 
with center chimney, 5 bay front facade, center entrance, attached wing and 
garage. 1969 . Non- contributing·. 

4. The Old Fletcher House, Federal, 2 story brick , hipped roof , 2 end chimneys , 
5 bay front facade, center entrance with transom I igh t over door , br acketed 
entrance porch added. Flared granite window I intels. 2 story clapboard el I , 
with attached barn. Locally made brick and quar ri ed granite . Bu i It in 1824 
by Timothy Danforth for Isaac Spalding. The Fletcher family occupied the 
premises from 1854- 1939 . The Dutch oven bes ide t he la rge f ireplace in t he 
present dining room indicates that the room was the kitchen in t he original 
s ix- room house. There are six work i ng fireplaces with their original dampers 
of un ique design st i I I in working order. 

5. House , Greek Reviva l vernacula r, gab le end front, plain boxed cornice retu r n, 
li story clapboard , entrance side of front, recessed wi t h side I ights . 
Addit ions: 1 story bay window front facade and dormers, 1i story el I and 
attached garage . Bui It prior to 1890. 

6 . The Joseph Cushing House , 2 story clapboard , pitched roof , 2 interior ch imneys , 
5 bay front facade with center ent rance (2 doors with s ide I ights), pedimented 
entrance porch supported by posts, plain corner pi I ast ers , narrow entablature, 
window cornices first story and gab le end . Bui It c. 1802-3 by Joseph Cushing, 
unti I 1809 editor of Farmers' Cabinet . Altered to duplex . 

7. Town Library , shi 11 ing gran ite, hip roof , 2 story , flat roof extension. 
c. 1890. Enlarged 1911 and 1970. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1)) 

.3 



FHR-8- 300A 
Cl l /78 ) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HER ITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET #1 1-DESCRIPTION ITEM NUMBER 7 

,pQR HCRS US·E ONLY 

:RECEIVED 

DATE ENcTERSO. 

PAGE 4 

8 . The Dickey- Walker House, Georgian- Federa l , 2 stor y c lapboard, hip roof , 
2 interi o r c h imneys , . 5 front facade , center entrance with p i I asters support 
entablature, 4 I ight transom , lean-to and 1 sto ry el I a nd ba r n. Ma i n house 
(front section) c. 1800 . Moved from Lyndeborough Road about 1838 . 

9 . House , modern variati on of Greek Revival vernacular , 1t s tory c lapboa rd, gable 
end f ront, shed dormer, att ached el I and ga rage. 1920- 30. Non-contributing . 

10 . Open space greensward, between Ma in St reet and Horace Gree ley Hig hway, at 
Kn ight Street, t acre tri angle . 

11 House , Modern Colonial - derived , 2t s tory c lapboard , pitched roof , second 
stor y, 3 bay front f acade, 2 story wing and attached garage . 1960. 
Non-contributing. 

12 . House, mid- 19th Century, 2i story c lapboard , s t eep pitched roof, ta ! I 3 bay 
front facade with center entrance, 1 s t ory entrance porch , long 1 story e l I. 

13 . Open space , three town tennis cour ts. 

14. House , Greek Reviva l vernacul ar , gab le end·front, ti story clapboard , 3 bay 
front facade , entrance side of front, shed dormers , attached one story el I and 
garage . Bui It pr ior to 1890. 

15. House, Greek Revival vernacul ar, gab le end front, narrow corner boards, plain 
boxed cornice with return , 1t story c lapboard, 3 bay f ront facade, entrance 
side of fro nt , transom I ights. One story el I and added gar.age. Pr ior to 1890 . 

16 . House , Greek Rev ival ve r nacu lar , gable end front, narrow corne r boards , p la in 
boxed corni c e with retu rn, 1t story clapboard, 2 stor y in tersecting gable 
southside, 3 bay front facade, entrance side of front , r ecessed door wi th 
side! ights, 1 story el I and att ached barn. c . 1840. 

17 . House , Greek Reviva l verna cular. Gab le end front , lt story, clapboard , corner 
pi I asters , boxed plain cornice and frieze return, 3 bay front facade , s idehal I 
entrance, recessed door , entrance s urroun d, molded t rim and corner block , 
attached 1 story e l I and gar age. c . 1840 . 

18. The Fr eder i ck French House , Georgian/Federa l transitional , 2 story c lapboa rd, 
hip roof, 4 end chimneys, 5 bay front, 4 bay side , facades, center entrance with 
fan I i ght, 2 story e I I , attached ga rage added . Bui It 1800? by Frederick French , 
Lawyer , 1766- 1824? . 

(See Cont inuation Sheet #12) 
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19 . The Reverend Jeremaiah Barnerd House , Transit ion Federa l-Greek Reviva l, 2t story 
c I apboar-d, steep I y p Itched gab I e roof, 1 end and 1 Interior ch I mney, ped i me11ted 
gable ends, 5 bay front facade , corner p i I asters, frieze and cornice , center 
entrance with pl I asters support modi fled frieze and cornice , side I lghts , 2 
story el I . 1810 . 

20 . House, Greek Revival vernacular, pedimented gable end front , l t story clapboard , 
c orner Tuscan pi I asters support ful I p lain entablature, 3 bay front facade , 
sidehal I entrance with side I ights and molded surround , 1 story el I and attached 
stable . 

21 . Or . Pettingi I I's House, Greek Revival vernacular, ped imented gable end front , 
2t story, clapboard, corner pi !asters wi t h ful I plain entablature, 3 bay front 
facade, sidehal I entrance with plain surround and side I ights , 1 story porch 
across front. Addit ions : 2 story wing south side , bay window nort h side, 

22 . 

1 story el I and attached stable . c. 1840. 

House , Greek Reviva l 
no corner pi I asters , 
s i de I i ghts, mod if i ed 
and attac hed garage. 

vernacular , pedimented gable end f ront, 2t story clapboa r d, 
3 bay front facade , recessed sidehal I entrance with 
pilasters , frieze and corn ice. lt s tory e l I, breezeway 
c . 1825. 

23. House, lt story, pitched roof, clapboard, 2 bay gable end , entrance in 1 story 
el I. Attached 1 story wing and barn. c. 1840. 

24. House , the Nathaniel Emerson Tavern , Georgian/Federa l, 2t s t ory c lapboard , 
steeply pitched gab le roof, center chimney, attenuated Tuscan co r ner pi !as ters 
support cornice returns, 5 bay front facade, center entrance with louvered fan 
above, sidelights. Window cornices 1st story front facade and gable end, 
1 story e l I joins house with a 2 story clapboard addition with pitched roof with 
2 inter ior chimneys. Addition has entrance on 4 bay long facade and a double 
door centered on gable end under 1 story Tuscan pi I lared porch extend ing across 
end. 

24A. The el I was moved to present locat ion in 1833 . Originally a separate shop 
owned by David Underhi I I. Used as stationer's and bookshop as wel I as newspape r 
printer ' s plant and home of "Farmer's Cabinet". Bui It prior to 1829. 

25. Servi ce Station. Clapboard barn-type structures . Non- contributing . 

26. Fire Station , Modern Colonial-derived, clapboard, 1 s to ry , 3 bays wide- quoins 
f rant facade , cu po I a . 1960 . Non- contributing. 

(see Continuat ion Sheet #13) 
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27. Houst. , care, H story c lapboa rd, p i tched n ,o f, ei t one time a t insmith ' s shop 
and later doctor ' s off ice . 

28 . Stewart House, Georgian, 2! story, narrow c lapboards, gable roof with 2 in terior 
chimneys on the r idge, narrow corner boards, and window corni ces , 5 bay fr ont 
f acade with center entra nce. Entrance: Dor ic t ype p i I asters support ful I plain 
entab lature with heavy cor nice . Addit ions: side por c h - moved f rom 
Congregationa l Churc h Pa rish house lawn i n 1867. A forme r hostel r y. Bui It 1790 . 

29. Shop - House , Georgian , 2 s t ory , c lapboard , pitc hed roof , cente r ch imney , 3 bay 
cente r entrance . c. 1850. Moved in 1942. At one t ime a shoe shop and a drug 
store . 

30. House , Greek Rev iva l vernacu la r . Ga b le e nd front, 1! stor y, clapboard, 3 bay 
gable end with recessed s i dehal I entr ance. Wide Tuscan type corner pi I asters, 
pl ain boxed fu l I en t ablatu re returned , dormers, 1 story e l I and attached barn. 
c. 1853 . 

31. House , Greek Reviva l ve rnacu lar , gabl e end fron t, 1! story clapboard , 3 bay gable 
end wi th recessed s idehal I entrance. Altered, dormers , 2 s t ory e l I. 

32. House, Greek Reviva l vernacul ar , modified, 2 story, 2 bay gable end front , clap-
board , sideha l I entrance , added g lass enclosed side porch , 1 story el I . 

33. Clark Elementary Schoo l, Colonial Rev ival , 2 s t or y clapboard, pitched roof wi t h 
cupola, gab le e nd pedimented , 11 bay main facade , center e ntra nce under 
pedimented g iant tetrasty le portico , fan above . door , bui It-added 1 story flat 
roof, brick e l I. Bu i It 1937. Non-contribut i ng . 

34. The Bee Hive , 2! story clapboard, steep pitched roof wi th narrow interior 
chi mneys , 4 bay pedimented gab le end. Ori g i nal ly 3 bay front facade wi t h center 
en t rance, th i rd bay removed by 2 s t ory wi ng add ition. 1 story porch across 
remaining port ion of origina l f ront facade . Long ti me i nn and boarding house. 
Original portion dates from c. 1760. 

35 . House , Greek Revival vernacu la r, altered . Gab le end f ront, 2 story, clapboard, 
recessed sidehal I entrance a ltered . 1 story porch across gab le end a nd side , 
1 story bay window gab I e end unde r porch r oof , 1 story e I I and attached barn . 

36. House, Cape, H story c lapboa r d , t a l I front facade , 3 bays , center entrance , 
corner boards support board frieze and cornice, 1 story wing. 

(See Continuation Sheet #14) 
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37. House, Cape, 1t clapboard , center chimney, 3 bay f ront facade , center 
entrance with s ide I ights , corner boards , boa rd frieze and cornice , 1 s tory wing . 

38. House, Greek Rev iva l vernacular, it . story clapboard , gable end front , 3 bay 
gable end , recessed s ideha l I entrance wi th s ide ! igh t s, 1 story el I. Moved from 
Christ ian Hi 11 Road . 

39. House , Greek Revival vernacular , 1t story clapboard , same as #38 except altered 
e ntrance . Intersect ing H story gable , 1 story "cape" el I . 

40. Second Courthouse , Georgian , steep ly pitched hip roof , 2 end ch imneys , clapboa rd , 
5 bay front faca de , center door, bul lseye insets , pane led entr y. Bu i It 1788. 
Moved in 1825 from east end of Big Common , #118 . 

41. House , Cape, a l tered , 1t story , clapboard, 3 bay front facade , center entrance . 
Windows en larged , shed dormers and pedimented entrance porch . Bui It early 20t h 
century. Non- contributing. 

42. Moses Hi I Is House, Federal, 2 story clapboard , pitched roof with 2 i nter ior 
chimneys beh ind ridge pole , 2 + 1 bay gab le ends, 5 bay front f acade , center 
entrance with del icate fluted pi I aste r s supporting simple entab lature . Over 
door fan I ight . 12/12 windows with window cornices on al I windows. 2 story 
el Is. Bui It in 1815 by Moses Hi I ls. 

43. The Wakefield Sisters' Shop , House, Federal , almost ident i cal to #42, Exceptions : 
wider 2 bay gab le end creates shal lower roof pitch , en t rance sur round a ltered , 
overdoor transom I ight , window cornices 1st story and gable end. At one t ime a 
dressmaker ' s and hat shop of the Wakefield Sisters. Bui It 1824 . 

44 . Capt. Dana ' s Schoolhouse , 3/4 Cape , 1t story , clapboard, 4 bay fron t facade, 
chimney centered rear of ridge , eave cornice , altered front facade , plain 
entrance, at one time Capt. Dana ' s Schoo l house . Moved from present Clar k School 
Yard , #33 , about 1855 . c. 1800. 

45 . House , ful I Cape , 1t story , clapboard , center chimney , enclosed entrance porch , 
windows enla rged , 1 story e l I and barn . 

46 . The Samuel Vose House , Federal, 2t story , narrow clapboard , p i tched roof with 
2 interior chimneys , 5 bay front facade with center entrance (altered) with 
sidel i ghts, 2 bay gable end, 1 story el I. Bui It c . 1820. 

<See Continuation Sheet # 15) 
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47 . House , fu l I Cape , H story, clapboard , center chimney, very na r row c lapboards 
on ga ble end , windows ·enlarged , plain ent rance. Aftached s hed and barn. c. 1820. 

48. Open space , l t acres , site of old Amhe rst Foundr y. 

49. House , Modern Colon ial - derived , 2 story, c lapboard , pitched roof, 4 over 3 bay 
front fa cade with side of front entrance , 1 story porch across front . 1970. 
Non-contr ibuting. 

50. House , Modern Co lonial - der ived , 2 story, clapboard , p i tched roof, 4 over 3 bay 
f r ont facade with center entrance . 1977. Non- contr i but ing . 

51 . House, Modern Colonia l-derived, 2 story, clapboard , pitched roof, 5 bay front 
facade with center entra nce . 1970. Non-contributing. 

52 . The Stewa rt-Spalding House, Georg ia n, 2 story, c lapboa rd, steep ly pitched 
hi pped roof , 2 in terior ch imneys, 5 bay f ront facade with cente r entrance . 
Entrance surround: f lat p i !asters and ful I , p lain entablature. 2 s tory wing, 
1 story carriage shed and shed atta ched. Board ba r n. Bui It c . 1750. 

53 . The Isaac Dodge House, Greek Reviva l vernacu lar, 1! story clapboard, gab le end 
front, 3 bay front facade with sidehal I entrance, s ide I ights , added dormers and 
attached barn. Bu i It prior to 1890 . 

54 . House, Georg ian, 2t story, na rrow clapboards, pitched roof with center ch imney , 
5 bay fro nt facade with center entrance , transom I !ghts , heavy cornice. 1 story 
wing, ear ly 19th century. 

55. The Joseph Vaughan House , Greek Reviva l vernacul a r , greatly altered, lt story, 
c l apboard, low pitched roof , 3 bay front facade on gab le end . Wide centered 
door with detai I r emoved. Bui It prior to 1840 . At one time a watchmaker ' s 
s hop and jewe ler ' s shop . 

56 . House, Osgood the Blacksmith' s Shop , Ful I Cape , lt s tory narrow c lapboards, 
center ch imney, over ly long 5 bay front facade with center entra nce , tra nsom, 
wi de gable end . Smal I windows , 1 story el I. c . 1790 . Once a wheel wri ght and 
bl acksmith shop. 

57 . The Ephrai m Blanchard House, "3/4 Cape", c lapboard center chi mney. Entrance : 
Plain pi !a sters entab latu re (corn ice of entrance extends across front) transom, 
windows en larged . Bui It 1830. Once a cab i netmaker's shop . 

(See Continuation Sheet #16) 
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58 . House , Cabinet Shop , Greek Rev iva l, 2t stor y , clapboard , gable end front 
overhanging pedimented gab le supported by porches on 1st and 2nd s tories with 
modified Doric columns, 1st story sidehal I entrance (s imi la r to #71) . 2 story 
e l I . Bui It 1815 . Altered to present state and doubled in si ze i n 1835. Wa s 
a store i n 1816 and a cab i net shop in 1835 . 

59. The Eastman House , Mid- 19th Century, 2t story, clapboard , pitched roof with 
2 inter ior chimneys , 5 bay fron t facade, center entrance with Dor ic pi I asters 
suppor t ful I entablature . Wide gab le end , simp le window surrounds . Alterat ion : 
1 window 2nd floor b locked in. Cyrus Eastman (1787- 1862) I ived here in 1814 . 
Lead pipes for mi I Is in Manchester, New Hampshire and Lowe l I , Massachusetts 
manufactured here in 19th Century (See P. 77 of Secomb's His tory of Amherst ) . 

60. The Jonathan Smith House, ta l I 2t story, c lapboa rd, steep p i tched roof , deep 
overhang i ng eaves , thin center ch imney , 5 bay front facade with wide center 
entrance, shaped I intels. Bui It c . 1780 , a l tered. Originally a tan bark mi 11 
behind Bu il ding #18 . Moved to lot west of Congregational Church in 1798 and 
converted to present form . Moved to present location i n 1867 . 

61 . The Cobb ler Shop , Hou se , 1778 Geo rgian/ Federa l, 2t stor y , clapboard, pitched 
roof with narrow off - centered chi mney , 5 bay front f acade, ir regu lar ly spaced 
2nd f loor fenestration , simple center entrance with semi - c i rcular fan. 2 story 
bay added west side. Single bay gab le end . 2 and 1 s t ory el Is and 2 story 
carriage wing added 1820 . At one time a screw factory , a cobbler shop , a 
wheelwr ight ' s shop and the f irst telegraph office in 1877 . 

62. Congregational Ch urch Parso nage , Greek Revival ve r nacular , 2t s to r y clapboard , 
pitched roof , pedimented gab I e front , recessed s i deha I I door with fu I I I i ghts . 
Three-bay front . Side Bu i It about 1846. 

63. Congregationa l Church and Second Meetinghouse. 2 levels with crowning 2 stage 
steeple , clapboarded , 3 bay front , 3 doors a long ground floor f ront facade . 
Built 1771 - 1774 . Moved to present location in 1836 from ori g i nal location 
across the road on the Big Common, # 118. 

64 . The Harrison Eaton House, 2t story , clapboard , pitched roof with center ch imney , 
1 bay gable end , 5 bay front facade with center en t rance under 1 story bracketed 
porch which extends across front facade , 2 and 1 story e l Is: Bui It by Moses Hi I Is 
for Harrison Eaton , 1847 . 

65. House , 2 s t ory, clapboard , hipped roof , 3 bay center en t ra nce wi th transom, 
c. 1790, a l tered . Former ly a drygoods store, moved from near s ite # 151 in 1836 . 

(See Cont i nuati on Sheet 
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66. House , 2t story c lapboard , pitched roof (center chimney 
removed) , 5 bay front facade wide center entrance (altered ) with sidel ights , 
2 bay gable end. 2t story el I intersecting main block at center of ridge pole , 
cornerboards , returned cornice . Barn . c. 1800. 

67 . House , Co loni al Rev iva l , 2 story clapboard , h igh h ipped roof with deck balustrade 
and dorme r. Square 3 bay bloc k, stor y entrance porch . c. 190 1. 

68 . House , Cape, lt story clapboard , ) bay center entrance . Bui It 1930. 
Non-contr ibuting. 

69. The Old Blunt House , Greek Revi val vernacu la r , 2t story , c lapboard, ped imented 
gable end f ront , 1 story porch with Doric columns across front , fu l I plain 
entab lature . Window topped by fan in pediment . Entrance : sidehal I with side-
! ights . Entrance and windows have mo lded groove and bl ock surrounds, 2 story 
e l I with attached barn altered to I iv i ng use. 

70 . House , 2 story clapboard , gable roof with inter ior. ch imney , 5 bay front facade, 
center entrance wi t h fan and side I ights . 

71. House, Greek Reviva l, 2t story, c lapboard , gable end fro nt, over hanging pediment 
support by ga l lery porches on 1st and 2nd stor ies wi t h mod i f ied Dor ic co lumns . 
Entrances : 1st s t ory , s i deha I I , 2nd story , center . 

72. The Nathaniel Shattuck House , Ful I Cape , altered , 1t story clapboard , tal I and 
long f ront facade , smal I windows , center entrance with t ra nsom I ight . c . 1810 . 
Built by Nathan ie l Shattuc k, a lawyer, who was pa ro led from the ja i I nearby to 
build it. 

73 . House , Georgian- Federal, 2t stor y clapboard , gable roof with 2 interior chimneys, 
5 bay front facade with center entrance, surround altered , 9/6 sash windows . 
Detached barn was formerl y an ice house to store ice t a ken from ad j acent pond . 

74. The Wo r ld War I Common , between School Street, Main Street and Middle Street . 

75. The Ci vi I War Common between Street and Church Street . 

76. Open Green between Middle Street and Boston Pos·t Road. 

77 . 
1\1 The Chapel , steeply p itched roof , clapbdard , tal I 

2 bay ga ble . front wi th sidehal I entrance . 1858 . 
Histor ical Soc iety of Amherst . 

narrow arched window, 
Now a museum of the 

(See Continuation Sheet #18) 
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78. House , 3/4 Cape , wide gable end, chimney over door on ri dge , no rea l detai I inri . 
Garage encl9sed in house block. c. 1930. Non- contribut ing. 

79 . House, mid to late 19th century vernacular, unusua l ly smal I, 2 story, c lapboard, 
pitched roof pedimented gable end f ront , 2 bay front facade, entrance and paired 
wi ndows . Has been a paint shop and a barber shop . Bui It prior t o 1890. 

80. The Farmers' Bank Bui I ding, Federal , 2 story br ick. Hip roof, 4 i nter ior end 
chimneys, 1 story front porch supported by posts and brackets . Brick made 
l ocal l y. Formerly the Town Bank. Also a hospita l. Bu i It 1806 . 

81 . House, Greek Revival vernacu lar , 2t story clapboard , pedimented ga ble end f r ont , 
corner pi I asters, eave cornice , 3 bay front facade with recessed s i dehal I entrance. 
Entrance surround: pi I asters support fu l I entablatu r e , side! ights. 2 story 
intersect ing gable, west s ide, 1 story bay window , each s ide. 

82 . Amherst Br ick School , 2 story br ic k, Greek Rev iva l , pedimented gab le end (w ith 
2 windows) f r ont . Wide brick architrave and frieze a nd wood corni ce enc i rcles 
building under eaves ; 3 bay front facade, 2 entrances f lank center wi ndow . Al I 
windows have granite I inte ls . Entrance porch, hip root with pediment project ion 
supported by posts simi lar to be lfry pi I asters. 2 stage square wood belfry, 
p lain lower stage; upper stage , louvered open i ngs between paired pi I aste r s which 
support wide pl ain entablature and pediment. Bui It 1854. Now a Commun i ty CeeteB; . 

83 . The Old Dodge P lace , House, Federal, transitional to Greek Reviva l, 2t story , 
brick, gabl e roof with 2 end chimneys, 3 bay pedimented gable end , with window. 
surmounted by semi - circular tan 1 end, 5 bay front facade, center entrance with 
fan and s ide! ights , t lared gran ite I intels over windows, lt story clapboard el I . 
Built 1818 . 

84. The David Holmes House , Federa l, 2 story clapboard , low hipped roof , 
chimneys, 2 bay gab le end , 5 bay front facade with center en t rance. 
pi !asters support ful I entablature, transom I ight, unattached barn. 
Cards for carding wool were manufactured here. Also, site of first 
where iron sheet stoves and tinwork were made. 

2 interior 
Entrance: 
Bu i It 1801. 

iron foundry 

85. Store, Federa l, 2 story, clapboard, low hipped roof. Altera t ions and additions: 
chimneys, fenestration, sh ingled 1 story enclosed porch across front facade, 
2 story e I I. 

86. Moulton's store, mod i tication of Gr eek Revival forms, 1 story board and clapboard , 
pedi mented gable end front , enlarged an additiona l 2 wide bays by extending roof 
to form a second and larger pedimented end . Bu i It 1946. Non - contributing. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #19) 
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87 . The Buggy Whip Manufactory-House, Federa l t r ansi t ional t o Greek Revival. 
fam i ly , 2t story , graduated c lapboard, pedimented ga ble end front , 6 over 
front facade, center entrance altered by a modern "Colonial" surround. 1 
2 bay f la t roof wing. Bui It 1830 as a buggt whip manufactory . 

Five 
5 bays 
story 

88 . House, Greek Revival vernacular , 2t story , c lapboard, gable end front p lain boxed 
cornice returned. Entrance side of front facade with side I ights . Altered by 
addit iona l 2 story bay window front and s ide facades . 

89. House , Ful I Cape, 1± story clapboard, chimney exteri o r end , 5 bay front facade 
with center entra nce . Entrance s urrou nds: p i I asters sup port entablature fri eze 
a nd arch it r ave broken into by transom I igh t. Addit ions: 2 h i pped roof dormers , 
1 story e l I. Simple boa rd s hed with gab led roof unattached. Bui It pri or to 1890 . 

90. House, lt story clapboard , steep pitched roof with deep eaves and center chimney , 
tall 3 bay front facade, center entrance with transom flanked by modern bow 
windows , attached wing and garage. Late Greek Revival cape type . At one time 
a blacksm ith ' s shop. 

91. House , Ranch Style, 1 story clapboard frame brown , attached garage , a l I gable 
roof. 1950. Non- con tr ibu t i ng... 

92. Methodist Chur ch - "Wigwam" Museum. Br ick, ext remely steep gable roof , 3 bays x 
3 bays , r ectangu la r s t one window s i I l s and I intels. Inter ior ce i I ing has unusual 
hand- painted frescoes giv i ng three d imensiona l effect. Bui It 1839. Steeper 
roof added about 1860 . Being restored by Hi storical Soc ie t y of Am he rst as a 
museum. 

93. House, Colonial-Fede ra l, a ltered to Greek Rev ival vernacu lar , 2 s t ory clapboard, 
narrow clapboard s ide wal Is, plain corner boa r ds , p lain boxed cornice return, 
3 bay gable end front , round arched louvered opening in gable. Entrance s ide of 
front with unsupported triangular pediment and side I ights . Greenhouse and 
porch added. Ba-rn unattached. 1790. 

94. House , 2t story clapboard , pitched roof, 2 int erior chimneys , 5 bay f ront facade 
with center entrance with sidelights , 1 story el I . 

95. House , Greek Revival vernacular, 1t story clapboard , gable end f ront, corner 
pi !asters and eave ent ablature return , 3 bay f ront facade , recessed entrance 
side of front with 3/4 side l ights . Side enc losed porch , 1t story e ll , lean- to 
garage. Prior to 1890 . 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #20) 
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96·. Colonel Robert Means House, Georgian 1785. 2 story, h ip r oof, graduated c lapboard, 
5 bay square, denti I cornice and cor nered p i I aste r s . Centered doors on 3 si des 
f ormed by pi I asters and crowned with t ri angu la r pediments . 1 s t ory e l I, kitchen 
e l I a nd barn bui It about 1760 . Frankl in Pierce, 14th• Pres i dent , was married 
here in 1834 to grand daughter of original owner. 

97 . Congregational Par i sh House a nd Post Off ice, 2t story c lapboard , pi t ched roof , 
centered giant pedimented portico on pos t s , fan I ight in pediment and centered 
entrance. 1 story colonnades, f lanking portico added 1940 1 s . Irregularly 
spaced modern windows, 2nd entrance centered on gab le end . c. 1870. Or ig inal ly , 
stables for o ld Amherst Hote l, a l ter ed 1940 to Town Post Of f ice and 
Congregational Chu rch Parish House. 

98 . The Wi 1 1 iam Reed House , Georgian (a ltered). 2± sto ry, narrow clapboards, pitched 
r oot , no chimneys , 5 bay front facade, i rregul a rl y spaced openings, side entrance 
surmounted by plain frieze and narrow corn ice, without supports, side I ights, 
corniced window heads. Bui It 1787, moved from s ite of Br i ck School to present 
locat ion in 1854 . 

99. House , Greek Rev ival vernacul ar . H story c lapboard, pitched roof , gab le end 
front, wide corner boards and raking corni ce, 3 bay front facade , recessed 
s idehal I entrance with side I ights. 1 story el I . 

100. House , la t e 19th century vernacu lar a ltered , 2 story c lapboa r d , low pedimented 
gable end f ron t , 3 bay front facade , 2 and story e l Is . Bu i It after 1892. 

101 . House , 2{ s t ory c lapboard , pitched roof , 2 ch imneys placed at random, 5 bay 

102 . 

front facade with center entrance with side I ights, 2 story el I. Shed and garage . 
1860 . 

House , Greek Revival 
pedimented gable end 
sideha l I; su rrounds: 
barn. 1830 . 

vernacular . 2t s t ory, clapboard , pitched roof with dorme r s , 
front, corner pi I asters, 3 bay f ront facade . Ent r ance: 

pi I asters support frieze a nd heavy cornice . El I wi th 

103 . Service Station , gab led roof, clapboard, white frame , 1 story, 1 chimney . 194 1. 
Non-contributing. 

104 . House , Greek Reviva l vernacu lar. 1{ story, clapboard , gab le end fro nt , Tuscan 
type corner pi !asters , fu l I entablature eaves and return ; 3 bay front facade , 
r ecessed sidehal I. Addit ions: shed dorme r s , 1 story el I and attached garage. 

(See Continuation Sheet #21) 
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105 . House , Federal. 2 story , graduated c lapboard, p i tched roof wi th narrow center 
chimney, narrow 1 bay gable end , 3 bay ( ir regu la rl y spaced open i ngs) front 
facade. Cente r entrance : surrounds, p i I asters suppor t ing mod i f i ed nar row 
e ntablature , a lte r ed . Scr een porch and ba rn . 1820. 

106. House , Greek Revival vernacul ar. H story clapboard , gab le end front facade, 
bargeboard decorates gable , eaves and eaves of dormer , 3 bay f ront f acade, s idehal I 
e nt ra nce recessed with p la in board s ur rou nd, t ransom and s i de I ight s . 

107 . First Baptist Church of Amherst. Trans i t ional Federal/Greek Rev ival . 2 story , 
clapboard , pediment ed gab le end front faca de. Corner boards "support" simp le 
entab lature . Pa ired doors wi t h louvered fans f lan k 2nd story pa l ladian wi ndow. 
2 stage steep le rises from roof, square , board , lower stage , octagonal louvered 
bel fry . 1835 . Originally Un itar ian Church , purchased by Bapt ists 1844. 

108 . The Jed id iah Smith Place , House, Federa l, 2 fam il y , 2 story clapboard , p itched 
roof wi th 2 interior chimneys. 6 over 5 bays ( t wo 3-bay sections) front facade . 
2 centered doors with transom I ights surrounded by f lat pi I asters (modified 
Tusca n) s upporting f ul I pla in entablature . 

109 . The Law Off ice, House, late Georgian- Federa l, small , 1 story , c lapboard, shallow 
h ip roof , 1 chimney rear. 2 bay front facade , door with transom I ight , entrance 
porch supported by col umns , 1 stor y wing and garage. c . 1797 . Pitched e l I , 
1 story , hip , entrance: porch with transom, I ights , c lapboard . Or ig i nal law 
office of Charles H. Atherton. 

110. House , Greek Rev i va l vernacu la r . H story , "clapboard , 3 bay ga b le end front , 
sidehal I entrance with side I ights , bracketed porch across front, dormers , 
deteriorated condition . 

1 11 . House , 3/4 Cape , a ltered. l i story clapboa rd, chimney rear of ridge, ped ime nted 
ga ble end and pedimented dormers , entrance long facade , shed. 

112. House , late Greek Reviva·I with gothic fea t ures . l i s tory c l apboard , gab le roof, 
2 interi o r stove ch imneys r ea r of ridge , centered gothic- type gab le (no barge 
board) , narrow corner p i I asters wi t h narrow f ri eze and heavy cornice at eaves , 
5 bay front facade , center entrance, ped imented entrance porch suppor t ed by 
co I umns (ad ded). 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #22) 
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113 . The Captain Daniel Pryor House , Firs t Amherst Post Of fi ce - House , 1 s tory 
c lapboard, hip roof with centered shed dormer, tal I 5 bay f ront facade with 
center entrance and large entrance porch whose shall ow hip ped roof is 
supported by pa ired co lumns , 1 story wing. Bui lt 1780. Drygoods store and 
grocery in 1799. First Amhe rst Post Off ice in 1803 . 

11 4. House, f ul I cape, 1! story clapboard, interior chimney rear of r idge. Corner 
pi I asters support wide p lain fr ieze and corn ice across front. Tai I 5 bay f ront 
facade with center entrance , side ! ights , pedimented entrance porch supported by 
posts on rubble stone base (early 20th Century), bay window gab le end, 1! story 
e l I . 

115 . House, Gree k Rev ival vernacu lar , altered , lt story, board and clapboa rd, pitched 
roof with shed dor mers, ga ble end front, 1st st ory front facade board with bay 
window and door with deta i I ing r emoved , entrance porch . 

11 6. The Hiram Leavitt Horne, House, Late Georgian Sty le, 2 story c lapboard, hipped 
roof with interior chimneys rear of ri dge, 2 bay gab le end, 5 bay front facade 
with center entrance. Entrance surrounds , plain pi I as t e rs suppo rt f ul I 
entab lature with metopes/trig lyph f ri eze and modi I I ioned corni ce , t ransom I ight 
over door , 2 story e l I . 1820. 

11 7. Open gr een between Main Stre·et a nd Pier ce Lane. 

118. The Big Common between Church Street and Mai n Street. Or ig ina lly common grazing 
land . Then used as pa rade ground for annual mi I itary musters of loca l mi I itia 
unti I 1860. Surrounded by wooden hor izonta l fencing supported by vertical granite 
posts . 

119. Mea dowview Town Cemete ry - Open Space. 

120 . Spa lding Fi eld, 5 acres open space . Town basebal I and footba l I f ie ld. 

121. House, Modern Greek Revival - der ived , 2! stor y, clapboard, gab le end , c. 1946. 
Detached ga rage a nd outbui I ding. Non- contributing . 

122. Open Space . Fi eld barded with stone wal Is and some c lumps of trees. 

123 . The David- Bean Farm, Federal sty le, 2! story brick, p itched roof with 3 
(or igina l ly 4) end chimneys on long facades, nar row f ri eze with mod i I I ioned 
corn ice ru ns under eaves of br ick bu i I ding and forms pediment on 4 bay gable end. 
Window su r mounted by semic i rcula r louve red - fa n in ped iment. Gab le end contains 
1 story semic ircu lar wal I arches within which windows are recessed . Wi ndows 
t op ped by f la red granite I inte ls, 1 stor y porches a long each long facade with 
Ion ic co lumns supporting entab lature of pl ain archi t rave, frieze and modi 11 ioned 
cornice , entrances beneath, 1 story porches, 1 s t or y clapboard rear addition 
joins long carriage sheds and barn to br ick structure . c. 1800 . 

(See Continuation Sheet #23) 
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124. House, Greek Revival vernacular. 1! story clapboard , 3 bay gable end front 
facade, recessed sidehal I entrance, s ide I ights. 1 story el I, attached barn. 
1850. 

125. House, Greek Rev ival vernacular, altered, 1! story, c lapboard, pitched roof, 
gable end front, 5 bay, center door, enclosed 1 story porch across front, side 
bay window, 1 story el I , garage. 

126. House, Ranch Style, duplex. 1 story pitched roof, clapboard. 1950 . Non-contri-
. but i ng. 

127. The Stearns P lace, House, Georgian style, 2± story clapboard, pitched roof, 
large center chimney, 5 bay front facade with center entrance, 1 story bracketed 
porch across front, 1! story el I. 1740. 

128. House, Ranch Style, 1 story white , clapboard, 1960. Non-contributing. 

129. House, Modern Ful I Cape, 1± story clapboard with attached garage. Non 

130. House, Modern 3/4 Cape, H story clapboard with attached garage . 1960. 
Non-contributing. 

131. House, Modern 3 bay Cape, H story clapboard, center ch imney. 1930. 

132. House, Greek Revival vernacular, 2 story, c lapboard, pitched roof, gab le end 
front, altered original 3 bay front facade, entrance includes fluted pi I asters 
supporting side of front, 2 story e l I, frieze and cornice. c. 1850. 

133. House, fu I I cape . H story c I apboard , pi tched roof,· extensive I y remade 11 ed 1950 ' s. 

134. House, shingle and clapboard , 1± story, pitched roof. c. 1940. 

135. Approzimately 1-acre field with hip roof shingle shed. 1910. Shed cut in half 
and middle added about 1920. 

136. House, Modern Co lonial Garrison, 2± story , clapboard, pitched roof. 1960. 
Non-contributing. 

137. House, Greek Revival vernacular altered. 1! story clapboard, 3 bay gable end 
front with recessed sideha l I door. (Added glassed- i n side porch), H story e l I 
and attached , 1 story sheds and barn. c. 1800. 

138. House , s ty le, 1± story shingle, gable roof, 1 story enc losed porch with 
entrance. 1 story el I. Sheds, ga rage. 1922. Formerly train station and 
station master's house. 

(See Continuation Sheet #24) 
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139. The Gordon-Atherton House, Georgian a ltered to Greek Rev iva l. 2t story, painted 
brick and clapboard, gable end front facade with clapboard gab le, altered 3 bay 
front facade (i rregu larl y spaced windows 1st story), with sha ll ow recessed 
sideha l I entrance with s ide I ights, narrow 2 bay side facade , chimney centered 
at rear gable end between brick section and 2 story c lapboard el I, 2 story 
clapboard wing no r th side wall. 1800 . 

140. House, Bungalow. l t story , shingled gab le , c lapboard 1st story , wide pitched 
roof wi th shed dormers. Enc losed porch ac ross f r ont with centered door. Barn: 
pitched roof, clapboard. 1920. 

141. Open Green - 1/3-acre between Middle Street, Thornton's Ferry Rd. I. and 
Courthouse Road. 

142. Open Gr een - ! - acre between Horace Gree ley Highway and Thornton's Ferry Rd. I. 

143 . Open f ie ld s - Corner of Manchester Road and Mack Hi I I Road about two acres. 

144. House, Greek Rev iva l vernacu lar, lt stor y, c lapboa rd, narrow corner p i !asters, 
eaves entab lature returned, pitched roof, 3 bay gable end front, sidehal I 
entrance, with board pi I asters surrou ndi s upporting p lain frieze and corn ice. 1840 . 

145. House, Greek Revival vernacular, 1! story c lapboard, narrow plan corner boards , 
openings surmounted by shaped I intels, pitched roof with dormer s , 3 bay gable end 
front, recessed sidehal I entrance wi th side I ights, 3 bay wi ndows left side, 
ful I porch r ight side, 1 story el I. 1840. 

146 . Open Space. 

147. House, Greek Revival vernacular , 1! story clapboard , 3 bay gable end front, 
corner pi I asters and returned entab lature, recessed sideha l I entrance with 
s ide I i ghts. 1 story e I I, detached barn . 

148. House, Modern Fu! I Cape, 1! story c lapboard , attached garage. 1950. No n contri -
buting. 

149. The Hobson- Ch ickering P lace, Fui i Cape , i t story clapboard, center chimney, 
center door with side I ights - add ition to north s i de, c . 1750. 1 story wing 
south side pedimented dormers, wi ndows enla r ged . Detached modern 3 bay garage, 
sa l tbox 1974 . 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #25) 
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150. The Isaac Brooks House , Late Georgian style, 2! story cl apboa rd, pi tched roof, 
center chimney, 5 bay front facade with center entrance. Entr ance sur rounds : 
f luted pi I asters support entablature , denti I led corn ice, t r ansom I ights; 1 story 
wing, s ide entrance porch and rear g lass porch. 1800. Detached 3 bay garage . 

151. Kendal I's Store - House, Georg ian s ty le. 3/4 Cape, 1! story, na rrow c lapboard 
pitched roof, center chimney, sma l I windows, entrance with t ra nsom I ight. 
Moved from roadside at site #169 . Originall y Kenda l I ' s Store and Grog Shop . 
1780's. 

152. Open Space - About 3 acres at corner of Mack Hi I I Road , and Jones Road. 

153. Open Green - Mack Hi I I Rd . a t Jones Rd., Site of First Meetinghouse , 1760 . 

154 . Hild reth-Jones Tave rn, Hou se , late Georgian style , 2! s to ry , narrow clapboa rds, 
pitched roof with pair of thin chimneys located almos t center, 5 bay center 
entra nce , 2nd story windows smaller than 1st story, 1770 . 2! story brick rear 
el I. c. 1820-40; la te r H story bri ck with heavy gran ite I i nt e l s at tached to 
2! story brick. 

155. House, lt story c lapboar d, pitched roof , · 2 dormers, f ront and back, 5 bays , 
pedimented ent rance , el I. Pr ior to 1860 . 

156. House, Bungalow, 1! story clapboard, p itched roof with dormers, center ch imney , 
enclosed entrance porch . c. 1890-1 900 . 

157. Ho use, Mode rn Cape . 1! story c lapboard, 3 bay f ront facade wi t h center 
do rmers . 

158. Open Space - Wetlands . 

159. The David Means House , Federal. 2! story narrow c la pboard, pitched roof with 
large center chi mney , long 5 bay fron t faca de faces south, center entrance, 
su rroun ds : p i I asters support pedi ment . Pedimented gable end formed by narrow 
cornice , entrance also on gable end. 1808 . 

160. House, Georg ian, 2 story , c lap board , pi tched roof, bay window front , pent roof 
over entrance , 1 story board and batten e l I. Sheds, former gr i st mi I I and 
sawmi 11. 1737. 

(See Continuation Sheet #26 . ) 
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161. The Old Burial Ground. Oldest pub I ic burying ground in New Hampshire. 
attached map.) 

(See 

162. Amherst Town Hal I, Georgian/Federa l , 2t story, brick, hipped roof, 5 bay front 
facade with 2 story, 1 bay wings - 3 bay center pedimented pavi I I ion with shallow 
2 story recessed wal I arches. Entrance with fan I ight in center arch. Formerly I 
Third Hi I lsborough County Courthouse. 1825. t 

163. House, Georgian. 2t story pitch roof, clapboard, entrance at corner, lt story el I, 
added later. Garage. Formerly a toy shop. 1795 . 

164. The Old Fuller Place, House, 2± story clapboard, pitched root, pedimented gable 
end with window surmounted by bl ind semicircular fan . Originally 5 bay main 
facade with center entrance, 2 bays of which are presently included In a 2t story 
el I. Added: 1 story porch (supported by Tuscan columns) across remaining 3 bays. 
1790. 

165. House, Greek Revlval vernacu lar, lt story, clapboard, pitched root, 3 bay gable 
end front, corner Tuscan pi I asters support tul I eaves entablature and return: 
Entrance: sldehal I doorway with sidel 1850. 

\ ·' -A:...... 166. Open Space - Wetlands . 
. I 

167. House, Cape, 1± story shingle, pitched root, narrow gable end 1 room deep. 1 
story porch across front formed by a lean-to extension of roof and supported by 
modern iron lattice work. Board and batten rear entension and clapboard garage 
el I. Orig Ina I house 1830; additions: porch, extension and garage. 

169. Squire Kendal I's House, Georgian style, 2 story clapboard, steeply-pitched hip 
roof with 2 interior chimneys, narrow delicate eave cornice, squa re 5 bay facades 
with centered entrances on 3 facades, window cornices 1st story. East (front 
facade) entrance: pi I asters support ful I entablature. North and south entrances: 
na rrow side I ights, transom I ights and cornices. 1750. (Southern port ion 
(1-s t ory el I) attached to main house about 1775.) 

170. House, Modern Fu l I Cape, clapboard with center chimney, 2 wings, 1960. Non-contri-
buting. 

171. Beaver Brook flood plain area including marsh and meadows. Pond created by dam on 
t he brook between houses #167 and #73 was used tor many years for ice 



8. Significance 
Period 
__ prehistoric 
-- 140G-1499 
-- 1 SOG-1599 
-- 160G-1699 
.x__ 170G-1799 
.x__ 1 BOG-1899 
.x__ 190G-1 976 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _x_ community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
_ archeology-historic __ conservation j{_ law _x__ science 
x_ agriculture __ economics _ literat1:1re __ sculpture 
x_ architecture __ education _x_ military __ social/ 
_ art __ engineering _ music humanitarian 
x__ commerce x__ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ _ theater 
x_ communications __ industry _x_ politics/government L transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1731-1976 Builder/Architect Va r ious 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

AMHERST VILLAGE HISTORI C DISTRICT 
STATEMENT OF HISTOR ICAL AND ARCH ITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Amherst Vi I lage Historic District was fi rst surveyed and settled in 1735 by descendants of 
Massachusetts veterans of King Phi I I i p's Wa r who had been promised wi lderness land in payment 
tor services r endered t o t he Crown duri ng t he Indian War against the Narragansetts in 1675 . 
The grant f rom the Crown was ini t i a ll y des ignat ed "Nar ragansett Number 3" and subsequently 
" Souhegan West". In 1760 , the v i 11 age , as cha r tered by the Crown , was incorporated as t he 
Town of Amher st, tak ing i ts name from t he Commander of Bri tish For ces in North America , 
Lord J effrey Amher st . 

The o r igina l settl ement wa s cente r ed a r oun d the f irst Meet inghouse , bui It in 1749 , on the h i I I 
at t he northeast corner of t he Vill age Distr ict, s ite #153. A gran ite ma r ker and plaque 
desig nate "the s ite of t he f i rst Meet inghouse. Thi s area was known as "Up per Flanders" . In 
"the immediate vicin ity of the s ite of t he f i rst Mee-t- i nghouse are several of the origina l 
struc-t-ures , includ ing the Hi ldreth- Jones Tavern, # 154 , t8e first tavern in the town , dating 
from about 1750 , the Hobson-Ch ickering Place , a cape- st yle farmhouse , #149 , dating from about 
the same pe riod , the Nathan Kenda l I Home , #169, the southern ha l f of wh ich dates from before 
1750 , and Kendal I 's store and grog shop , #151, a l so dating from the ear ly period. In the 
pre-revolutionary per iod , and specif ica l ly dur ing the French ard Ind ian Wars, 1756 - 1763, 
the town was strategica ll y located about midway on t he overland routes from the ports of 
Boston and Portsmouth to La ke Champ lain, from whence troops embarked for the St . Lawrence River 
Va l ley of Canada . These overland routes f r om Boston to the south and Portsmouth to the east 
conve r ged at the broad leve l area one- half mi le to the south of Upper Flandes known as "The 
P lai ns ''. It was here t hat t own common grazing · lands were laid out . With the incorporat ion of 
t he town in 1760 and its des ignat ion as t he Sh i ret own of Hi I l sborough County, a new town 
center was la id out on The P la ins . The Fi rst Meetinghouse was moved down from Upper Flanders 
"to t he new town center , and i n 1764, when the town out gr ew the first Meeti nghouse, a second 
Meet inghouse , #63 , was e r ected on the Big Common , # 11 8. When Amherst became the Shiretown, 
the original Meet inghouse was put to use as t he F i rst County Court house unti I it burned a 
few years l ater . 

For t he next hundred years ( 1760-1860) Amherst Vi I I age prospered as the principa l center of 
l aw, "transportation, agricu lture and commerce in south centra l New Hampshire . 

Agr icul tura l fa irs were held annua l ly on the Amherst Big Common, # 11 8 , t he central open space 
around wh ich the v i I I age center gr-ew, from Revolutionary times to the Civi I War. These fairs 
were advert ised extensively throughout New England and were attended by farmers, peddler s 
and others from throughout the region . An or ig inal broadside for one of t hese fa i rs i s 
praninently d isp layed in Old Sturbr idge Vi I iage , Massachusetts . Amherst was chosen as the 
Shiretown of Hi I lsborough County in 1769 . As such, i t was t he Cou nty Seat whe re the Courts 
of Law were he Id and where the records were kept . It a I so had t he County ja i I for convic t ed 
p ri soners, and t he ga l lows for hang i ngs. 

CSee Cont inuation Sheet #27- SIGNI FICANCE) 
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As the Shiretown, Amherst was the seat of the Courts for southern New Hampshire serving the 
town of Concord, Manchester, Nashua, Merrimack, Mi I ford, Brook I ine, Wi I ton, Mason, Hol I is, 
Peterborough, Hancock, Antrim, Hi I lsborough, Francestown, Weare, New Boston, Goffstown, 
Hudson, Pe l ham as wel I as surrounding areas in what was then Hi I lsboro1igh County. 

This choi ce of Amherst as Shiretown came ni ne (9) years after the inhabitants of Souhegan 
West had received a charter from King George I I, signed by Governor Benning Wentworth, in 
1760 . It remained the only Shiretown unti I 1792. The annual term of the Super ior Court 
continued to be- held in Amherst unti I 1879 giving the t own eleven decades as a Shi retown. 

The second courthouse , #40, was bui It in 1788 when the town voted 80 pounds for its erection. 
It was located just northeast of the watering t rough for the Town Common which at that time 
was the training field for the mi I it ia . Here were heard the pleas of such noted colonial 
lawyers as Jerem iah Mason, Levi Woodbury, Joshua Atherton, Geor ge Sul I ivan, and 
Arthur Gi I more. 

This building was moved to its present location on Foundry Street when the third courthouse 
(now -the Town Hal I, #162) was bui It in 1825. 

Lawyers who made their homes in Amherst and law here were such notables as: 

Perl ey Dodge, Clerk of Courts from 1830-57, I ived on the corner of Ma in and Midd le 
Streets , #83, in a house bui It in .1818. He pract iced law in Amherst for 51 years. 

Freder ick French, a wel I-known lawyer and Clerk of the Court s who I ived in the house 
on Carriage Road bui It in 1800, #18. He died in 1824. 

Wi I l iam Gordon , born in 1743, a Harvard graduate in 1770 , a Senator in the State 
Legislature , a member of Congress, and was Attorney General. He bui It the house off 
Courthouse Road and Thornton's Ferry #1, #139. He died in 1802 . 

Charles Humphrey Atherton (1773-1853), a prom inent New Hampshire lawyer fo r over 50 years. 
Hi s law office , on Courthouse Road, #109, was built before 1797. He I ived in the 
Will iam Gordon house after the latter d ied in 1802, as Gordon' s wife was the s ister of 
Char les H. Atherton. Atherton was Regis t er of Probate for Hi I lsborough County for over 
40 years , a member of the 14th Congress, a Representative to the General Court in 
Concord in 1823, 1838-39. 

Samual Dana , who purchased the St ewart-Spaldi ng House , #52, in 1782 from the heirs of 
Samue l Stewart who had bui It that house in the 1750's. Dana had come t o Amherst to 
study law with Joshua Atherton. 

Andrew Wal lace, who was Clerk of t he Courts , I ived in the house bui It in 1815 by Moses 
Hi I I whi ch is the present Edward French home at the corner of Foundry Street and 
Boston Pos t Road , #28. 

Nathan iel Shattuck (1774-1864), a lawyer who was in jai I for debt, and was permitted to 
take t ime off from jai I somet ime between 1810- 12 to bui Id a house, #12 , on QJd Jai I house 
Road. 

(See Continuation Sheet #28) 
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(See Secomb 1 s "Hi story of Amherst" pp . 466- 468, for a more comp I ete I i st of I awyers and 
law officers residing and practicing in Amherst . ) 

As the southern terminus of the Second New Hampshire Turnp ike which ran to nort hwestern 
New Hampshire and Vermont 's "Northeast Kingdom", as we I I as the junct ion of the north-south 
Boston Post Road and the east-west Portsmouth-to- Bennington Road, Amherst was t he hub of 
t ransport for agricu ltrua l products moving toward t he cities of the seacoast, a nd manu f act ured 
products and imports destined for inland settlements. A1though now paved, t hese transportat ior 
r outes remain today in much the same position as originally laid out and form the nucleus of 
the Amherst Vi I I age Histor ic District. See attached U.S. Geo logica l Survey Map. 

Cattle , sheep, p igs, geese , and other I ivestock were dr i ven to and through the vi I I age en 
route t o market . Accommodations were provided in the v i I !age rooming houses for drovers, 
teamsters and wagoners. Duri ng the era between t he Revo lut ion and the Ci vi I War, Amherst 
was a principal stage stop for both east-west and north-south traffic. Al I of these 
activities provided bus i ness for t he several blacksmiths, wheelwrights and tavern keepers 
i n the vi ll age. During those periods when Court was in session , the vi I I age took on added 
activity wi th I itigants, lawyers and c lerks adding to t he t ransient popula t ion of the vi i I age. 

The ear ly roads, impassab le a t times, were str ictly. for horses, wagons and oxen of farmers , 
hunters, ma i I deliveri es by horseback, etc . Then come t urnp ikes wh ich enabled the stagecoache= 
to operate . With expand ing and better roads, stage compan ies i ncreased. During the turnpike 
e ra, a long des ired road from Amherst to New Boston and Henniker was bui It. Plans were made 
in 1824, and in 1827 the Court of Common Pleas accepted a petition to lay out a road from 
Amherst to Weare . It was started the same year and comp leted by January 31, 1829, according 
to the loca I newspaper "The Farmers ' Cab inet" . 

Farm produce and I ivestock fl owed south to Boston and other Massachusetts towns, and 
manufactured goods and imports came by return trip . 

In 1806, the first bank in the area was fo unded in the vi I I age as the Hi I lsborough Bank, #80. 
The first bil Is by this bank were issued in 1808 in one, two , th ree , f ive and ten dollar 
denomina t ions. In 1822, the state legis lature granted a charter to the successor to the 
HI I lsborough Bank, known as t he Far mers' Bank. This bank operated in the same bui I ding 
unti I 1843. 

Early in the Nineteenth Century, there were several smal I mi I I s 1ies on which were estabi ished 
three corn mi I Is , five sawmi I Is, one mi 11 for dressing c I oth, four trading stores, three 
smal I cotton and woo.L manufactories, and one printing establishment. This data is taken 
from the 11Gazettee r of New Hampshire" compiled by El iphalet Mer r i 11 and Ph i nehas Merri 11 in 
1817. Unti I roughly 1860, Amherst was a thriving industrial and commercia l vi I lage for that 
time in history. It .was the key town i n southern New Hampshire. 

(See Continuation Sheet #29) 
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With the advent of the Industrial Revolution in the middle of the Nineteenth Century, 
textile mi I Is were bui It beside rivers where water power was available to drive the texti le 
machinery. Rai I roads fol lowed the contours of the river valleys to carry raw materials, 
wool and cotton, to the mi I Is and to return manufactured goods to markets. Thus was formed 
the great Merrimack River artery of trade, creating new cit ies of Lawrence, Lowe I I and 
Haverhi II in Massachusetts, and Concord, Manchester and Nashua in New Hampshire. Being 
situated some ten mi !es west -0f the Merrimack, and without a river sizeable enough to support 
an industr ial factory, Amherst found itself bypassed by the industrial Revolution and by the 
ra i I road boom. 

Although Amherst was bypassed by the Industrial Revo lution, smal I factories for handcrafts 
and other manufactured goods were established in the vi I I age. A wel I known foundry, site 
#48, turned out cast iron stoves, bel Is, andirons and other products. At the same time, 
a whip manufactory, #87, and a car dmaker's shop,#85, were producing buggy whips and cards 
for the carding of wool in the center of the vi I I age . 

From the 1790 1 s unti I the 1890 1 s Amherst Vi I I age was the home of the principal newspaper of 
the area. The week ly "Vi I lage Messenger", founded in 1798 became the "Farmer's Cabinet" in 
1804, pub I ished cont inuously as a week ly periodical in Amherst, #24A, unti I 1891 when if was 
moved two mi I es west to Mi I ford and is st i I I pub I i shed as the "Mi I ford Cabinet" by direct 
descendents of t he orig i na I owners and pub I i she rs. ·For citizens of the area , the "Cabinet" 
was the pr incipal source of information on world and national events as we l I as state and 
loca l news and advertising. The "Cabin·et" i s believed to be the Oldest newspaper in the 
United States in continuous pub I ication by the same family, the Boy ls ton/Rotch family. 

The presence of the law courts brought to Amherst many people of note in politics and 
government . For example, Daniel Webster, a native of New Hampshire and later a distingui s hed 
Senator from Massachusetts, made his maiden plea as a lawyer before the bar at Amherst. A 
by-product o f the Courts was the county jai I in the vi I lage where justice was carri ed out. 
Pub I ic hangings were fa i rly common occurrences and occasions for festivities, family outings 
and picnics in the center of the vi I lage. Amherst was the scene of the last pub I ic hanging 
in the state. 

Dr. Josiah Spa lding practiced and taught medici ne in the Stewa rt-Spalding House, #52. 
His most noteworthy contribution to medicine was the i ntroduction of smal I pox vaccine from 
Dr. Wi I liam Jenner in England, and the practice of vaccination in t h i s country. Smal I pox 
was, of course, a scourge of many ia rge r cities and smal ler towns of the United States 
throughout the Nineteenth Century, but with no understanding of bacteria or viruses, the 
po pulace was often more frightened of the vacc ination process than t he disease itse lf. 
However, Dr . Spa lding and hi s col leagues persevered, and in time, the disease of smal I pox 
was eliminated as a health prob lem in the United States. 

Amherst played a significant part in the mi I i tary history of the area , the state, the region, 
and the country. About 1745, seven garrison houses were erected in d i ffere nt parts of the 
town, to which the inhabitants resorted in times of dange r from India n attacks. A block-
house was bu i lt for the protection of the settlers as wel I . 

(See Continuation Sheet #30) 

Bill




rHR-3-300 (11-78) 

U nited States Department of the int erior 
H eritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

ational Registe r of Historic Places 
-nventory- Nomination Fo m 

C'...ontinuation sheet #30-S I GN IF I CANCE Item number 8 

New Hampshire 

Page 5 

As early as 15 Apr i I 1758, the Town voted in Town Meeting to appropr iate "20 pounds of 
lawful money" to procure powder and ammunition in prepa ration for the War of Independence 
and in September, 1776 , voted to bui Id a house on the easter ly side of the burying-ground, 
#161, "to secure the Town stock of ammunit ion." It did duty for about 70 years. 

At the outbreak of the Revolution in 1775, Amherst had a population of 1428 people. Of the 
1600 vol Lnteer soldiers who fought at the Battl e of Bunker Hi I I on J une 17, 1775, mo re th21 
ha lf came from New Hamsphire and most were from Hi I lsborough County. Amherst provided the 
greatest number of voluntee r s with 84. This was 35% of the male , residents from 16 years to 
50 years of age. These statistics are from the book Against Tyranny" by Wi II iam M. 
Gardner , Pages 289 and 291. 

In 1777 , when General John Stark cal led for vol unteers to intercept the British d r ive south 
from Canada, by which the Red Coats calculated to cut the colon ies in two, Amherst again 
responded with the largest number in the state, 49 volunteers, led by Col. Moses Nichols of 
Amherst who commanded ten of the twenty-five New Hampshire companies at the crucial Batt le 
o f Benni ngton . The Br itish forces commanded by Genera l "Gentleman Johnn ie" Burgoyne were 
routed at Bennington, halting their advance down the Hudson Val !ey and sett ing up the 
conditions for Burgoyne's defeat at Saratoga two months later. Bennington gave hope and 
courage to a faltering cause, leading the way to Saratoga , the turning po int of the 
Revo I ution. · 

During the middle of the Nineteenth Century, the Industrial Revolution caused new mi I I towns 
to be built along the fast moving rivers of this area where water power was ava i !able. The 
rai I roads fol lowed the river val leys to bri ng raw meterials to the newer mi I I towns of 
Mi I ford , Wi I ton, Nashua and Manchester and to t ransport their manufactured products to markets 
and distribution points. During the same period, the great farm migration to flat, ferti le, 
free land in the Middle West was in fu l I sw ing . This combination of factors, the 
Industrial Revolution with the rai I roads bypassing Amherst, coupled with the great western 
migration, caused the town to decline as an important commercial and po liti ca l center. Thus 
caused "the quiet years" of Amherst's history, from the Ci vi I War through World War I I. * 

In 1864, the courts were removed to the growing industrial towns of Manchester and Nashua, 
signaling the end of Amherst's preem inence in the pre-industrial agra ri an period of 
New Hampshirers history. It was pr ecisely this series of events causing Amherst to be 
bypassed which kept this late Eighteenth Century New Eng land vi I I age in a state of near-
perfect preservation for the next 100 years. 

The fine old houses, bui I dings, and farms with clear a i r, and with beneficial medicinal 
springs located nearby, made an ideal location for summer vacations and brief holidays on ly 
a short distance from the industrial cities growi ng up along the rivers from Boston to 
Manchester. Nor was there great impetu s to tear down the older bui !dings to make way for 

*An Ironi c Note: Horace Greeley , longtime editor of the New York Post and Republican candidate 
for President, who was a strong proponent of the great western migration ("Go West, Young Man, 
Go a native of Amherst and the principal speaker at its Centennial Celebration in 
1860. 

(See Continuation Sheet #31) 
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newe r commercia l deve lo pment. In st ead, the o lde r bui I dings we re cont in ued in use as hol iday 
quest homes and rooming hou ses. A la rge hote l was bui It i n 1870 , site #97 , (bu r ned in 1879) , 
t o accommodat e vacat ioners and patrons of t he med ic ina l baths , but the bas ic archi t ect ure of 
the o l der bui I d ings and t he ori g ina l town p lan have remained la rgely intact . A few Bungalow 
a nd s ma l l Cape or Co lon ia l Rev iva l res idences we re introduced in the ear ly 20th century and 
b lend well with the earlier structures and su rround i ng envi ronment . 

About 1950 , the pressu re bf popu lati on and the dr ive away form c ities began to bring the 
r ura l towns of southern New Hamps hire into considerat ion as poiantial areas of residential 
deve lo pment , espec ia l iy fo r peop le in t he ind ustri al c ii ies of the Me r r imr ck Val ley and the 
northern envi rons of Bost on. Amherst was no except ion i n spite of the recent growt h of the 
town as a who le , t he a rchi tectura l int egri ty of t he or ig ina l colonia l vi I I age has been largely 
ma inta i ned , with re lati ve ly few i nc ursi ons in this cent ury. 

Some of the bu i I / i ngs whi ch are outsta ndi ng examp I es of t he I ate Co I on i a I , Federa I and 
Gr eek Reviva l peri ods incl ude : 

#4 The Old Fletcher House 

The Ol d Fletcher House , Federat , 2 story brJck, hi pped roof, 2 end chimneys , 5 bay f ront 
facade , center entrance wi th transom I ight over door, bracketed entrance porch added . Flared 
granite window I i ntels . Two story c lapboard el I, with attached barn. Loca l ly made br ick and 
quar r ied gran ite . Bui It i n 1824 by Timothy Danforth for Isaac Spaulding. The Fletcher family 
occupied the premises f rom 1854- 1939 . The Dutch oven beside the large fireplace in the 
pr esent din i ng room indicates that the room was the kitchen in the original six- room house . 
There are s ix wor king f i r eplaces with t he ir or ig i na l dampers of unique des ign st i I I in 
working order. 

#18 The Freder ick French House 

The Fr eder i ck French House , Federa l sty le, bu i It in 1800 , two story clapboard with hip roof , 
four l arge end ch imneys , f i ve- bay f ront, fou r -bay s i des , center entrance with fan I ight 
f r amed .by wooden arch wi t h keyst one. A s imil a r but less or nat e doorway with sma ll e r propor-
t ions i s in t he center of the nort h facade. A fl at corn ice wit h del icate denti Is surrounds 
t he ho use on a l I four s ides at the roof I ine . There i s a two-story el I and att ached garage 
wh ich were added later at separate t imes. Shutters frame a l I windows and the front and 
s i de entrances. The fro nt door i s framed by ten- inch f luted pi I asters. A sol id picket fence 
of 1" x 1" p ickets runs a long the front boundary of the lot, with turned urns on each gatepost . 

The house was bu i It for Frederick French who came from Dunstable, Massachusetts, in 1800 to 
practice law. Before his death in 1824, Fr ench became a wel I- known county lawyer and served 
for a t ime as clerk of the courts in Amherst. 

(See Continuation Sheet #32) 
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The Reverend Jeremiah Barnard iHouse, transiti on Federa l-Greek Rev ival, 2! story c lapboard , 
steep pitched r oof, 1 end and 1 interior chimney, ped imented gable ends, 5 bay front facade, 
co rner pi lasters, f ri eze and cornice, center entrance with pi !asters support modified frieze 
and cornice, sidelights, 2 story e l I. 

Bui It in 1810 by the pa rish ione rs of the Rev. Jerem iah Barnard, second pastor of the 
Congregational Church, who .·;ol unteered to bui Id a house for him in t he Vi I lage since he found 
it d i fficu lt t o concluct · hi s duties from his farm on Chri s t iar Hi 11. Origina ll y, the house 
had a hi p r oof , t wo chimneys, windows wi th 7 x 9 I ights of glass and was su rrounded by a 
simple sla t fence. 

In 1853, the house was bought by Cabinet Editor Edward Boy lston who undertook considerable 
remodeli ng. At t hat t ime, the brick ovens wi th their old f loors and brasses we re added. 

#24 The Nathaniel Emerson Tavern 

House, The Na than iel Emerson Tavern, Colonial, 2! story clapboa rd, steep pitched roof, 
center chimney , attenuated Tuscan corner pi I asters support returned cornice, 5 bay front 
facade , center entr ance with louvered fan, si de I ights. Window co rnices f i rst story front 
facade and gable end , 1 story e l I house with a 2 st ory clapboard add it ion with p itched 
roof with 2 inter ior chimneys. · 

Bui It during the lat ter part of the 18th Century, thi s home for many years se rved as a tavern, 
kept by Nathanie l Emerson, a cooper by t rade and a Ca ptain in the West Company Mi I itia. 
Samue l Foster, the Clockmaker, occupied it for a time. He was also the "Saxon " and be! I ringer 
at the meetinghouse and served as the fourth postmaster in 1808 . In 1814 the house was 
bought" by Richa r d Boylsi"on, the Editor of the "Farmer's Cabinet", now the "Mi I ford Cabinet", 
a weekly newspaper printed for many years in the el I, #24A , at right ang les to the large 
house. See Be I ow. 

#40 Second .Courthouse 

Second Courthouse , Co lonia l Transitional to Federa l, bu i It in 1788. Two story, square, 
clapboard, with s t eep h i pped roof and two interior c hi mneys . The roof is suppor ted by rafters 
that come to a center po int as the ri bs of an umbrella. Six- bay front facade, center door 
with bullseye insets and paneled entry. 

When i" he third courthouse and present Town Hal I, #162, was bui It in 1825, t h i s bui I ding was 
moved from the Big Common, #118 , to its present locati on on Foundry s+reet. Str uctural 
evidence ind icates that the bu il d ing was or ig ina ll y a one-sto ry structure wi th ta ! I 
f loor-to-cei I ing windows and high wooden s t eps lead i ng to the entrance. 

I n 1788 t he town voted 80 pounds toward t his new or second courthouse for the county 
sessions. Among the noted co lon ia l and post- Revolut iona r y lawyers whose pleas were heard 
here were Jeremiah Mason, Levi Woodbu r y, Joshua Atherton, Geo rge Sul I ivan and Arthur Gi !more. 
Danie l Webster made his maiden plea as a lawyer i n t he bu i I d i ng . 

(See Continuation Sheet #33) 
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After being moved to its present location, it was used for a time as the Congregational 
Chapel and later was converted to a two-family residence by Harrison Eaton, owner of the 
Amherst Foundry. In 1967 the interior was extensively renovated and converted into a 
sing I e-fam i I y residence. 

#52 The Stewart-Spalding House 

The Stewart-Spalding House, Ccionial, two-story, c lapboard, high hipped roof, two interior 
chimneys, five-bay front facade with center entrance. Entrance surround: flat pi I asters 

full, plain entabldturc . Two story wi ng, one story carriage shed and board barn attached. 
Bui It c. 1750. Several additions prior to 1825. 

The original house, consisting of only four rooms with center chi mney , was bui It by 
Samuel Stewart (1716-1 776 ) about 1750. He added by bui I ding onto the original house and 
adding the kitchen el I . 

In 1782 Samue I Dana purchased ·f-he house from the Stewart heirs. Mr. Dana had come to 
Amherst to study law with Jos hua Atherton. Mr. Dana enlarged the house by adding a long 
hal I and tour southerly rooms, two upstairs and two down. Four fireplaces were added in t his 
new high ceiling section bringing the t otal to ten fireplaces throughout the house. Since 
the front of the original house faced south toward the main road and Mr. Dana desired a main 
door facing east toward the vi I !age center, substantial alteration to the interior was 
required. This resulted in a fine symmetrical facade on the exterior and one of the earliest 
"split- level " homes on the inside with a variety of levels for older and newer rooms. 

In 1797 Benevolent Lodge Number 7, one of the oldest Masonic Lodges in New Hampshire was 
organized in an upstairs room. 

In 1812 the house was bought by Dr. Mathias Spalding, famous in US medical history for his 
work in introducing the practice of vaccination in this country and for bringing smal I pox 
vaccine in a si Iver snuff box from Dr. Jenner in the o ld world to Dr. Waterhouse in the new. 

Among the apprentices who studied medicine under Dr. Spalding was John Farmer, we! I-known 
historian and genealogist, and cofounder of the New Hampshire Historical Society. 

Dr. Spalding was instrumental in establi sh ing the Southern District N.H. Medical Society 
and he received honorary medical degrees from Dartmouth College and the New York Academy of 
Medicine. 

On September 26, 1848, Dr. Spalding's daughter Abigai I married the Rev. Josiah G. Davis who 
bacame the owner of the house when Dr. Spa lding di ed in 1865. Rev. Davis was ordained 
minister of the Amherst Congregational Church in 1844 and after a long and faithful ministry 
he retired at his own request in 1879. 

Mr. Davis' on ly chi Id, Rebecca, married her cousin Dr. George Spalding in 1878, thus 
bringing t he Spalding name back to the o ld homes tead. They used i t as their summer home as 
d id their daugh t er Honora unt i I 1965 . 

(See Continuation Sheet #34) 
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House, Osgood, the Bl@cksrnith's Shop, Fu l I Cape, 1t story narrow clapboards, center chimney , 
overly long 5 bay front f acade with center entrnace , transom, wide gab le end . Smal I windows, 
1 story el I, c . 1790. Once a wheelwri ght and blacksmith shop . 

This late 18th centu ry house is situated on the easterly si de of the Old Turnpike Road on 
Amherst pla in, as described in the o ld deeds , now afte r the renaming of the streets, 
Boston Post Road , North . This H story house with large center ch imney is simi la1- to the 
Horace Greeley b i rthp lace ;iri the northeast part of Amhe rst, nea r the Bedford town I ine. It 
conta ins two front rooms , large kitchen in the rear with la rge f i replace and brick oven, 
"barn ing" r oom, three other fireplaces, a "smoke room or chamber" and a summer kitchen in 
the e l I. The e l I was added at a later unknown date, connecting wi th the ba rn and wheelwright 
s hop, since razed. The porch on the south s i de was removed , returning it to its ori g ina l 
I i nes . 

Wh il e al I the owners a re not known, the first record found was a deed from James Ray to 
Henry Codman, Jr ., and John Ray, dated Ap r i I 26, 1799. Twelve deeds attest to t he busy I i fe 
of the property, often occupied by Osgood the Blacksmith and his fam ily with t he severar 
outbui !dings serving as a smithy and whee lwri ght shop . 

#63 Congregationa l Church and Second Meetinghouse 

Congregational Church and Second Meet inghouse , Co lonial , 1771, 2± story , rectangular , 
c lapboard , pedimented gable on ma in facade with three stage steeple . 

The three bay ma in facade i s defined by p i I asters above which extend to the entablature and 
corn ice . Pi !asters extend to the entab lature of the front facade , sepa rate the three bays , 
and define the corners of t he structure . The three doors with transom I ights, are f r amed by 
plain pilasters and simp le cornices . A segmental bl ind is centered in the ped iment . 

The steeple cons i sts of three sect ions: 1) Square block tower with corner pi lastered and 
denti I led cornice supporting a ba lust rade with f inials on the corner posts . Clock faces on 
a l I four sides . Clock bui It in t9e s hop of Thomas Woolson, Jr ., 2at the corner of Main and 
Midd le Streets , Amherst , in 1812 . Works made by Luther El I iot. 2) Octagonal belfry with 
arched openings and denti Is su rmounted by a dome . Bel I cast by George H. Holbrook of Medway , 
Massachusetts, in 1839 . 3 3) Octagona l bl ind bei f ry from which springs the spire with cock 
weather vane . 

1 , 2 "Colon ial Amherst" compiled by Emma Boy lston Locke 1916, W. B. and A. A. Rotch . 

3 "Colon ia l Meetinghouses of New Hampshire" Eva A. Speare , 1938, Courier Printing Co . 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #35) 
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The steep l e i s i dentical , except for the ba l ustr ade , t o the one in t he 
meetinghouse in Brooklyn , Connecticut 1 It is said to be the o l dest steeple in New 
Hampsh i re2• 

Bu ilt by Deacon Ephraim Barker , a master builder3 . Begun in 1771 and dedicated 
January 19 , 1774 . It was seventy feet east to west and feet north to 
with a porch at the east end and a steep l e at the west end • Meet inghouse style wi th 
square tower attached to the gable end . 

I n 1832 , the town sold the bui I ding at auction and it was purchased by the 
First Congregational Chu r ch and Society of Amherst. l t wa s moved across the road 
from the Big Common , # 11 8, to its present location5 in August of 1836. Prior to 
being rnoved, the porch at the east end '#as removed • The church was set broadside 
to the south with folding doors open i ng on an amp le pavement flanked by two hor se 
blocks 6 . 

The first town min i st e r was Danie l Wilkins who se r ved from 1741-1783. For 
a l most one hundred years of its existence it served the dual purposes of the Church 
and the Town. Trials were held here and justice dispensed . I n June 1794 a session 
d the state leg i s I ature was he Id and Governor G i I man took the Oath of Office -here. 

I n 1836 the town voted to repair the be t I deck and steep l e . Also in thi s year, 
"The galleries were taken down , floor raised and new wi ndows i nser ted and the 
bu i I ding extended as to embrace the porch wh i ch s ustained the steep le" . "By this 
means a gal I ery was con structed over the entry which f urn i shed seats for the choir" . 
Also new pulpit and pews were added . In 1857 the pulpit was refitted and a i sles 
recarpeted , the expense defrayed by the ladies of the church . 

1, 2 

3,4 
5 , 6 

"Colonial Meetinghouses o f New Hampshire", Eva A. Spear , 1938 , Cour i er Printing Co . 

"Hi s tory of the Town of Amherst " Dani el F. Secomb 1883 Evans , S l eepe r and 
\'loodbury . 

(See Continuation Sheet #36) 
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In 1873 the gal le ry was shut off, the aud ience room was reduced t o or ig inal 
dimensions and the windows furnished with new sash I ights . The closed pulpit 
exchanged fo r an open platform with cha i rs and desk1of choice wor kmanship , new 
s upe r ior o r gan on a raised p I atform fo r the singer s . Extens i ve renovati ons were 
a I so made in 1950 . 

In 1828, the formal separation of the Church from the State was decreed. In 
1832 , the Congregational Chu r ch Soci ety was organi zed and purchased at a uct ion t he 
Second Mee-ti nghouse from the Town, the te rms of the sa I e be i ng noted: "Fi rst, the 
Town t o rese rve the r igh t to use the House for al I Town Meetings as long as they 
may wish it for that purpose . Second, the Town to reserve the Bel I, Clocks and 
Be l f r y or Towe r as the Pr operty of t he Town; the Pur chaser to have the right to 
pass and re pass through the west door s as now used. A I so, the right to r ing the 
be l I for funerals, pub I ic wor sh i p , a nd ot her pub I ic occas ions without expense to 
the Town 211 

#80 The Far mers ' Bank Bui I ding 

The Farmers ' Bank Bui I ding, Federa l sty le two- story br ick bui I ding , 
recta ngular with shal low hip roof, fou r end ch imneys. Bui It i n 1806 . One- story 
post and bracket porc3 across the f r ont added later . Brick made locally in Ca pt . 
El i Brown's br ickyard . 

2 

3 

"History of the Town of Amherst" Daniel F. Secomb 1883 Evans, Sleeper and 
vJoodbury . 

Town records . 

about Amherst" Vi i 11 iam B. Rotch, 1890, Formers' ·Cab i net Press 

(See Continuation Sheet #37) 
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The front facade is a five bay center entrance with transom and side li ght s. 
F lared gran i t e lintels are over the windows. The inte r ior i s divided i n half by a 
two-foot th ick brick wal I which reaches to the rafters 1. When the ori g inal bank 
opened, the bank offices occup ied one side, the cash ie r I ived i n the other. 

Or ig ina ll y bu i It as the Hi I lsborough Bank which operated from 1806 to 1809 , it 
reopened as the Farmers' Ban k in 1825 which operated here unti I 1843. The first 
bank bi I Is iss ued he r e on Octobe r 17, 1808, were iss ued in one, two, three, fi ve and 
ten doll ar denominations . The large walk- in bank vault and old bank ledgers can 
st- i 11 be viewed. The bui I ding has also ser ved as the Congregational Church 
parsonage and a hosp i ta I rest home . Current I y a private residence. 

#82 Amherst Br ick School 

Amherst Br i ck Schoo l, 2 story bri ck , Greek revival, ped imented gab le end 
(with 2 wi ndows) front . Wi de brick architrave and frieze and wood corn ice 
enc ircl es bui I ding under eaves, 3 bay front facade, 2 entrances f lank center 
window. A I I windows have granite I i nte Is. Entrance porch, hip roof with ped i meni 
projecti on supported by posts s imilar to belfry p i I aste r s . 2 stage squa re wood 
be l f ry, plain lower stage; upper stage, louve red openings between pai red pi !asters 
whi ch suppo r t wi de plain entab lature and ped iment. Bui It 1854. Now a Commun ity 
Ce nter. 

#83 The Old Oodae P lace 

The Old Dodge Place , House, Federal , t r ansi t ional to Gr eek Revival, 2-t 
story, brick , pitched roof with 2 end ch imneys , 3 bay ped imented gable end, with 
window su rmounted by sem i- c i rcular fan 1 e nd , 5 bay front facade, center entrance 

Pre sent owner - •'·1rs. \tli 11 i am Burns 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #38) 
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with segment al fan a nd side li ghts, flared granite I intels over windows , 1-f story 
cl apboa rd el I . Bu i It 1818. 

Kn own for over one hundred and ten years as the Dodge P lace, t he brick house 
was bu i It or ig i na ll y in 1818 fo r Jonathan Wh ite, t he year of h i s mar ri age to Sally B. 
Goss. In 1832 Perley Dodge , a native of Ne w Boston , came here to I ive wi th his bride , 
the former Harri et \'loodb ury, daughter of the Hon . Pete r Woodbury of Frances t own. 
He practiced law here f ifty- one yea rs, serv ing as clerk of the Courts in Hi I lsborough 
County from 1830 to 1857 . Among important architectural deta i Is of his Federalist 
house are the fou r chimneys with the ir o rigina l arched chimney pots and t he leaded 
g I ass fan and side I i ghts of the front doo r . 

#84 The Dav id Holmes House 

The David Holmes House , Fede ral, 2 s tory c lapboard , low hip ped 
chi mneys , 2 bay gable end , 5 bay front facade with center entrance . 
pi I aster s s upport fu I I entab I ature , transom I i ght , unattached barn . 
Cards for cardi.ng wool were manufacture d here . Al so , s it e of f i rst 
where iron sheet stoves a nd t inwork were made . 

roof , 2 i nteri o r 
Entrance: 
Bui It 1801. 

iron foundry 

David Holmes bui It his home in 1801 and I ive d he r e for thirty yea rs. On 
Jul y 30, 1806 when the Hi I lsborough Bank was organized , he was the f irst cash ier. 
After the failure of the bank he became associated with Jonathan White , his 
neigh bor , in the manufacture of mach i ne ca r ds , used i n the wool industry . The i r 
p l ace of bus iness was a three- story brick bui I ding which stood on the site of the 
present Mou lton's Store , #86 . 

Popu la r ly ca l led "Cushing ' s Fo l ly 11 , and a landmark in the vi I lage for over 
on e hu ndred and forty years, it was destroyed by fire in 1948 . 

#92 The vii gwam r 1useum 

The Wi gwam Museum, one a nd one-ha lf sto ry recta ngular brick bu i I ding with 
s teep l y pitched roof. Main facade with center e ntrance on gable end is su rmounted 
by a bl ind segmental arch and f lanked by s ing le windows. Twelve large windows have 
granite sills and I inte ls . 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #39) 
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c9nstruction of th is bui I ding as a Methodi st Church was comme nced i n the fal I 
of 1839 . Dedicated Apr i I 22 , 1840. The roof was raised, its pitch steepened and 
the interior was enlarged and remodeled in 18792 . The interior cei I ing has multi -
colored hand- painted geometrical designs giving a th ree dimensiona l effect in 
neo- C I ass i ca I sty I e and stenc i I I ed rosettes of an unusua I des ign. The VJ i gwam is 
currently in the process of being preserved as a museum displaying the origi nal 
Amherst Rai lroad (Concord) Coach , two n ineteenth centu ry f ire pumpers, the "Yankee" , 
1808, and the "Lawrence" , 1859 , as wel I as artifacts manufactured in the old 
Amherst foundry and the buggy wh i p manufactory. 

#96 The Colone l Robert Means House 

Colonel Robert Means House , late Colon i a l, 1785, f ive- bay square, two and one-
half story, clapboard, high hip roof. Centered doors on three si des , coffin door 
on east side . One- story e l I , kitchen el I and barn originally a one- and- one-half 
story house bui It about 1760. The hip roof I ine is broken at t he south end by t wo 
dormers wh ich I ight a finished room on the third f loor. A denti I led cornice r uns 
under the ea ves . 

The front door is centered on the five-bay main fac ade and is t hree panels 
wide. It is f I an ked by f I uted pi I asters which support an entab I ature and dent i I I ed 
cornice pediment. The ma i n cor nice has both consoles and denti I breaks and there 
is a half console placed in profile against the fascia on each side of each window. 

Th3 house originally had a deck running along the peaks of t he four sides of 
the roof . 

The inte r ior retains the ori ginal handsome Dunlap panel i ng and orig ina l French 
wal lpaper as well as panell ed '.vindow shutters and on the second floor a wa l l , be tween 
the upper hal I and a large room , which is h i nged at the top so that it could be 
ra ised to the cei I ing to create a ba l I room when the occasion demanded. 

Al I of the rooms on the first floor have Indian sh utters. The origina l k i tchen 
with its massive fireplace and p i ne board wal Is is now used as a dining room. 

11 2I3 "History of the Town of Amherst", Daniel F. Secomb, 1883, Evans , Sleeper 
and \'loodbury. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #40) 
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The first owner , Colonel Robert Means, 1742- 1823 , was born i n Ire land, settled 
in Me rr imack in 1766, moved to Amherst in 1774 where he I ived unti I his death in 1823. 
He ca rr ied on the trade of weaving and operated a gene r a l store next t o his home, 
amass ing what was con s idered a fortune for those times . He was a membe r of the 
le gisl ature and he ld various town offices inc luding Colone l of the Mi I it ia. The 
granddaughte r of Colonel Means, Jane Means Appleton, was marr ied i n t hi s house to 
Fr an k l in Pierce, 14th President of t he United States. 

The house was identified in the Weyerhauser White Pine series of a rch itectu r a l 
monographs (1927) as "a very good New England example of the Second Period of Colonial 
Arch i -tecture 11

• 

#107 The First Baptist Church 

First Baptist Church, Greek re vi va l. Two- story c lapboard , steep pitched roof, 
gab le end f ront facade . Corne r p i I asters s upport a narrow entab lature and pedimented 
gable. Two front doorways have side I ights and segmentally arched fa n I ights f itted 
with shutte rs . Above and cente red between the two doorways is a simpl e Pa l ladian 
window. A larger segmentally arched fan I ight , s imilar t o those over the front door-
ways i s placed in the ped iment of the front gable. It is of glass and fitted wi th a 
shutter. 

The windows on the sides and rear of t he church are or iginal except for the 
g laz i ng of t he midsections which was i nsta ll ed at a later date, 

The sq uare base of the s teep le is boa r ded on al I four sides . Originally the re 
were c lock face s in t hese spaces . The second stage of the steeple is oct agonal wi t h 
louvers on al I sides . A weather vane tops the steeple. 

The chu rch was bui It in 1835 by the Unitar i an Society. The roof was raised 
under the direction o f John Crombie , Jr., of Ne1v Boston on June 17, 1835 . It was 
so ld in 1844 to the 8cpt ist Society wh i ch had been formed seve ral years earlier i n 
the Ches tn ut Hi 11 area in the northern pa rt of town 1. 

"Hi story of t he Town of Amherst", Dan ie l F. Secomb , 1883 , Evans , Sleeper & Woodbury. 

CSee Continuation Sheet #41 ) 
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# 123 The Dav id- Bean Fa r m 

The David - Bean Farm, Federal style, 2- t story b r ick, pitched roof wi t h 3 
(orig inally 4) end chimneys o n long facade s , narrow fri eze with modi I li oned cornice 
run s unde r eaves of bri ck bui ldi ng and forms pediment on 4 bay gable end . Win dow 
surmounted by semic ircular louvered in pediment fan . Gabl e end conta ins i story sem i -
c ircul ar wall arche s within which 1;1indows a re rece ssed . topped by flared 
gran i te I i nte l s , 1 story porches along each long facade with Ionic columns supporting 
entablature of plain ar chitrave , frieze and modi I I ioned cor ni ce, entrances beneath , 
1 story porches, 1 story clap board rea r addition joi ns long carriage sheds and ba rn 
to b r ick structure . 

Thi s brick house wa s bu i It i n 1825 for Robe r t Means, Jr. , designed and bu i It 
by J oseph C . Abbot of Concord . In 1830 i t was pu r ch ased by Bar n abas B. Dav i d i n 
whose family it has remai ned . Mr . Dav id, with h is partner, Samue l B. Melendy , 
manufactured wh i ps. 

#162 Amherst Town Hal I 

Town Hall , Palladian style, t wo- story rect angu l ar br i ck wi th hipped roof , 
flanked by t wo el I s . A three- bay ped i mented pavi 1 1 i on i s center ed on rhe five bay 
main facade . In the pavi 11 ion , the windows and the center entrunce are recessed in 
sha I I ow tv10 story arches . 

Ove r the fron t doorway is an e I I i pt i ca I , segmen t a I , fan I i ght topped by a 
granite a r ch wi th keystone . The window above , at the second story level , i s covered 
with shut'ters . V-ih i te painted brick above the 1·Jindow i s framed by a gr an i te arch . 

Former I Y the thi rd Hi I / sborough County Courthouse . In 1824 the towns o f 
Hi 1 l sborough County voted to bui Id a th i rd county Courthouse in Amhe rst, the courts 
having ou'tgrown the second Cou r thouse . The latter was moved to i ts present location , 
#40 , i n i 825 when this thi r d Courthouse was bu i It. 

(See Continuation Sheet #42) 
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A I a rge stone or "horse b I ock 11 which stood in front of 1 the second courthouse '.·1as 
severed and used as pa rt of the foundation for this build i ng . Bricks used in the 
construction \·Jere made by Timothy Danforth in h i s local bri ckyard2 . In 1828 th3 
County paid for t he addition of two one- story el Is at each end of the bui !ding 

In 1864 the court recor ds we re removed to Nashua and in 1869 by legi slat ive 
acti on -the final court sessions were held in Amherst . At that time the bui I ding 
became -town property . The fol lowing year , 1870 , the town voted to enla rge the meeting 
room to the ful I size of the bui I ding and to raise the wal Is of the el Is to a f ul I 
two stories to mat-ch the main bui I ding. The demarcation I ines in the brickwork are 
st- i I I evident. 

As Town Hal I and Community Center i t has seen use for Town Meetings, School 
Distr ict Meetings , Pub I i c Hea ri ngs and civic affairs , and now houses the o f f ices of 
the Selectmen , Town Clerk, Town Police , Tax Collector , and other town officials . 

# 149 The Hobson-Chickering PI ace 

The Hobson- Chickering Place, Fu! I Cape, 1- i story clapboard, ·center chimney , 
center door with sidelights - add ition to north side, c . 1750 . 1 story 1ving south 
s i de ped i mented dormers, windows e nl a rged. Detached modern 3 bay garage , saltbox 1974 . 

Jerem i ah Hobson, owner of the bark mi 11, I ived from 1750-1825 , acquiring ove r 
100 acres in Amherst be t ween 1783-1 803. The original smal I house can be pointed out 
by examining the several eel lars. Just before 1800 Isaac Chickering took over the 
tannery . He I ived f rom 1770- 1838 and his son Isaac, J r. succeeded him In the 
business (1301 - 1857) . 

2, 3 

"Col o0ia l Amherst" compiled Boylston Locke, 1916, W. B. and A.B . Rotc h pubs . 

"History of the Town . of Amherst", Daniel Secomb , 1883, Evans , Sleeper and 
Wood bury . 

(See Conti nuation Sheet #43) 
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# 154 Hildreth-Jones Tavern 

. 18 

Hildreth- Jones Tavern , House , late Colonial style, 2-t story, na r row cl apboards , 
pitched roof with pai r of th i n chimneys located almost center (center chimney with 2 
flues replaced?), 5 bay center entrance , 2nd story windows sma l ler t han 1st story, 
1770. 2-i story brick rear e l I. c. 1°820-40; later 1-t story brick with heavy 
granite lintels attached t o 2- t stor y brick. 

The fi rst tavern in t own was in this house, about 1750, the room on the south-
west corner being the barroom. The first church and Town Meetinghouse stood nea r 
here . The tavern being nearby, town meetings wou ld often adjourn to the inn, the 
better to discuss an issue . 

Capta in Ephraim Hildreth , the f irst owner and tavern keeper was on the check-
1 i st of 1760 and was born about 1739 . Gen . Moses Nichols and h is son Moses , Jr., 
I ived here. The famous Revolut ionary Genera l was born in Read ing, Massachusetts in 
1740 , di ed i n Amherst in 1790. Dr. Moses, Jr ., born in 1763 died in Canada i n 1849 . 

The house and outbu i I d i ngs were added and e nl arged until the Jones fami ly owned 
them at which time the house was large enough to take ca re of the Levi Jones' twelve 
chi ldren . There were two large barns with wagon sheds, severa l large f ields and an 
apple orchar d . 

# 169 Sgu ire Kenda I ( ' s House 

Squire Kendal I ' s House, mid-Co lonia l s tyl e , 2 story c la pboard, h igh hip roof 
with 2 i nter ior chimneys , narrow de li cate eave corni ce , square 5 bay facades with 
centered ent r ances on 3 facades , window cornices first story . East (front facade) 
entrance: p il asters support f ul I entablature. North and south entrances : narrow -
sidel ights , 'transom I ights and corni ces . 1750 . (Southern port ion - 1 story el 1-
dating from about 1750 was atta ched to main house about 1775 . ) 

The upper nor -theast room , the bal I r oom , has a hinged part i tion and must have 
served the owner , Nathan Kenda I I, Jr. , we I I, for he \Va s famous for h is hosp i ta I ity . 
Mr . Kendall 's store and grog s hop stQ.od slightly t o the nort h, by the roadside a nd 
in 1945 was moved nort h beyond the Isaac Brooks Home to its present site, #200. 
John Farmer se rved as a cle rk in that store . Lat e r Mr . Farmer was one of the 
charter members of the New Hampsh ire Histori cal Society and au thor of the f i rst 
hi s tory of Amherst , 1834 . 
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The Amherst Vi I !age Hi storic .D istrict i s bounded as fol lows: orig inating on the 
southerly s ide of Old Manchester Road at the eastern end of the bridge over Beaver 
Brook; thence souther ly in a straight I ine to a point 200 feet east of Courthouse 
Road at the center I ine of Amherst Street (formerly Horace Gree ley Highway); thence 
para I le i to Courthouse Road to the southerly boundary of lot #16- 23 current ly 
owned .by Mr. & Mrs. J ohn Green (Site #138); thence westerly a long said boundary to 
the center Ii ne of Cour-thouse Road; thence sout her I y a I ong the center I i ne of 
Courthouse Road to the intersection of Boston Post Road; thence southerly along the 
center! ine of Boston Post Road for 200 f eet; thence westerly to a point 200 feet west 
of Boston Post Road; thence northerly and para I lei to Boston Post Road t o a point 
200 feet south of Amherst Street; thence westerly and para I !el to Amherst Street to 
a po in t 200 feet west of Dav i s Lane, extended; thence northeasterly along a I ine 
200 feet west of and pa ra I le i to Davis Lane to a point 200 feet nort h of Foundry Street; 
thence ea ste rl y pa ra I lei to Foundry Street to a po int 200 f eet west of Boston Post Road; 
thence northwester ly para I lei to Boston Post Road to the center! ine of Sunset Road; 
thence easterly along the center I ine of Sunset Road to the center! ine of Boston Post 
Road ; thence northeaster ly a long the center! ine of Boston Post Road to the northern s ide 
of the bridge c ross ing Beaver Brook; thence northeasterly in a st ra ight I i ne to a 
point 200 feet south of Jones Road and 200 feet west of Mack Hi II Road; t hence norther ly 
and para I le i to Mack Hi I I Road to a po int 200 feet nort h of Jones Road; thence easter ly 
and para I le i to Jones Road to the center! ine of Dodge Road; t hence southwester ly a long 
t he center I i ne of Dodge Road to t he intersection of Mack Hi I I Road ; t he nce souther ly 
along the center I ine of Mack Hi I 1· Road to a point at the extension of the northern 
boun dary of lot #19- 22 cu rre ntl y owned by Mr . & Mr s . W. Doug las McKe l lar (Site #149); 
thence easter ly a long sa id boundary to a po int 200 feet east of Mack Hi I I Road ; tfueace 
southerly and para I le ! to Mack Hi I I Road to the south s ide of Old Manchester Road; 
t hence wester ly a long the sout h s ide of Old Manchester Road to the point of or igin. 
(See map . ) 

Bounda ry Just i f ication : The boundaries of the proposed Amherst Hi stori c Di str ict 
include t he histor ica l and cu rrent t own center. It is a ve ry cohesive area visual ly, 
being a lar gely intact and we l I- defined examp le of a mid-nineteenth century vi I I age 
cente r in sout hern New Hampsh i re . Although some structures within the district were 
introduced later in the nineteenth century and some even la ter, the sett lement patt e rn s 
and scale , mass ing, and siting of the structu res are cons i s ta nt with those of the late 
18t h and ear ly 19th century . Beyond t he distr ict boundar ies t his cohes iveness fa l Is 
off s I ightly . 

Bill


Bill
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