
Amherst Pipeline Taskforce 
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, January 7, 2016
Colin, Joe, JM, David, John D., Paul, Amanda, Shannon, Reed, Colleen, Eric, Alice and Ken Bury observing.
John welcomed the members of the Taskforce.  Noted that Kinder Morgan filed its application with FERC on November 20.  
John, updating working documents.  Process documents ended with FERC filing.  Need to update our process documents. 
John – have sent three letters to governor and have received three “brush off” responses.

What questions have not been answered?  

Amanda, John- Pipeline Awareness Network challenging PUC analysis.  

John – lawyers, what, if anything, is Amherst planning to do.  J.D, we have put $45k in the budget, opted not to put a warrant article because if it fails, then we will not be able to spend $$ on lawyers.

BOS interviewed Carolyn Elefant and also Richard (Atty for NH Coalition of Towns).  Ran theory about unconstitutional taking and equal protection.  Three free legal opinions, not a chance that we will win a challenge on a constitutional basis or equal protection.  Especially if FERC issues certificate.  As long as compensation is offered, court is not going to do anything.

Until they actually issue a certificate for a specific route, you cant go to a court room.  CPM, Reed and Colleen attended NRPC meeting re: eminent domain, until they have a certificate, this is not a factor.  There are some things we can do, but it is pre-mature to do anything until cert is filed.  Kelo v. New London.  Current bills working their way through legislature.
John – things we can do this year.  Update working papers?

· Process.  Need to update what happens at the FERC level, SEC level, PUC process.  

Shannon, someone come explain SEC to us?  Yes, lets get dates.

Shannon, Northern Pass folks, successes and failures.

Coalition of Towns, plans for the next year.  Use Richard Kanoff to coordinate response of the Towns.  12 towns participating, makes sense to have common platform.  Do not necessarily need a lawyer.  But do need someone to coordinate.  No pending legal action on behalf of the coalition of towns.  Need a lawyer to suggest that we fight.  Amanda- are towns doing what colleen did?  John, we are better staffed and are able to do some of this.  John, Amherst would be largest financial contributor.  We would fund effort 

Joe – would $45,000 be to assist a class of impact property owners as a group, could individuals request a portion of that.  John, we talked about making a lawyer available to impacted property owners.  Reed, some discussion at NRPC.  FERC has money for legal fees, FERC could compensate homeowners.  

Eric – want homeowners to have help.  Process to identify who is eligible for help/funding assistance.  John, directly impacted people have to negotiate with KM.  Abutters do not negotiate with KM and are not subject to receipt of damages.

John – lawyers with ED experience do not necessarily have pipeline ED experience.  

Negotiation/relocation etc.  [Reach out to Steve Mollica??]
John, have not worked out taxonomy of who gets assistance.  JD – discussion of budget.

Reed – special town meeting to ask for additional $$.

JD – if town wants special meeting, need permission from State.  Easier for petition for town meeting if done by citizens.

Process framework should include town meeting, etc.  

KM financial status.

John – keystone pipeline rejected on environmental grounds.  Is that in the mix for this pipeline as well.  Burning natural gas = still fossil fuel.  Sources of energy in NH.  
Environmental document – no updates needed.

Pipeline safety, still current.

Construction standards if we can have them build the pipeline any way we want, what do we want?  Amanda, they did commit to a level of maintenance, training, follow up.  Soils removed, put back from where it was taken out.  Invasive species issues.
Street opening permits?

JM - do we need to get the methods, techniques, etc.  Need to get a request in.  Eric, that is a double edged sword – if they agree will they then ask us to not fight the pipeline.

Trying to see what other towns have decided they need.  

Deeper/thicker across entire state.  Paul – submit to FERC or talk to KM?  JD, once we know what we want, convey that to FERC.  Reed – how do we know what we want.

Eric – may be worthwhile to hire an engineer to write a spec.  Eric – existing standards are publically available in federal register unless states have stricter standards.  Eric, there are localities that specify higher strength pipe distribution.  Have state legislature pass it.  Eric, could be done through regulatory abilities of PUC.
Amanda- we want this to be more expensive.  Reed, does this fall back to the taxpayer.  If price tag goes higher.  
[street opening permit, tap fees for pipeline?] 

JD we’ve done a decent job of mitigation.  Still in 2.8 miles of Amherst, along those 2.8 miles need standards.  PI – Plymouth MA consultant.  Pipeline engineer?  Solicit for pipeline engineers to determine standards that are achievable and are within our realm to ask for.  API / DOT puts standards out.  Trying to say that they need to meet a higher standard than what Best Management Practices call for.  

Shannon, deadline for introduction legislation has passed.  There is a process for filing late legislation – could be tricky, but not impossible.  As a state we can set certain standards.  PI – speak with someone more familiar. Amanda, are we 17 towns or are we Amherst.  

Eric – we want an enhancement that will produce an actual desired result.  Reach out to Hollis engineering firm.  Find NH specific modifications.  What does someone who has looked at NH terrain recommend. Eric, other thing we can likely do is ask the PUC, do they have any existing state regulations that modify the federal ones, if they exist, what is the process for updating.  Colin – do other states have divergent rules from Federal standards.

Paul – leading institute is API.  Colin, if there are state to state variations, need to find out how they came about.
PUC

Other States

Engineer

Eric – go to PA, which has seen a great number of new miles of transmission pipeline

(North Dakota also, New York)

Eric – similar topo.  

Impact fees?

PI – New York

Shannon – PUC and DES, are there existing standards and what is process to amend them.

David – state standards do not necessarily apply when they get an approval from FERC.  It applies if there is a field in which the feds do not have a standard.  

JD – need to know what we want a make a case. File with FERC send to KM and ask them to agree.

John D and Colleen – will reach out to Pipeline Consultants.

David and Joe will work on process.
Shannon will talk to PUC and DES, and will look at scheduling someone familiar with SEC to come in and talk with us.

David, on thing that might be unique is that there is no metering station but there is a valve.  There is a release every time they turn the valve.  What, if anything, do we want special about the valve.  

State name, gas transmission, google.

John – sources of electricity, destination (in state or our).  We have charts that we can support with a narrative.  Seabrook will go away and then we will have a problem.  Solar, what is the inflection point.  

Look at SNHPC Solar Up project – can we do this in Amherst?

Wind, solar, geothermal as up and coming, but storage problem.  Lead time associated with getting one of these projects done.  

Pipeline consultant

Process document

Other state regulations

PUC/DES regulations

Someone to talk to us about SEC process

Existing town construction standards (NH Municipal Coalition)

Why we want what we want.

Joe – 2016 is the year for planning, making business case.  2017 will be property negotiations, construction, etc.  
Alice Bury – shale gas update.

CEI has a list of 35 projects that could be potential mitigation.  $2k of effort for CEI to do some environmental work.  Three Pennichuck parcels along .  P-chuck offered land to the town, JOM not interested.  ACC is interested.  
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