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 1 

In attendance : Jamie Ramsay - Chair, Chris Buchanan, Doug Chabinsky, Bill Rapf, and Tom 2 

Grella – Ex-Officio,  3 

Staff present Natasha Kypfer – Town Planner, and Kristan Patenaude – Minute Taker. 4 

 5 

Jamie Ramsay called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 6 

Natasha Kypfer read the following statement: I find that due to the State of Emergency      7 

declared by the Governor as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and in accordance with the 8 

Governor’s Emergency Order #12 pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, as extended by    9 

various Executive Orders, this public body is authorized to meet electronically. 10 

Please note that there is no physical location to observe and listen contemporaneously to this 11 

meeting, which was authorized pursuant to the Governor’s Emergency Order.  12 

However, in accordance with the Emergency Order, I am confirming that we are: 13 

Providing public access to the meeting by telephone, with additional access possibilities by 14 

video or other electronic means: 15 

We are utilizing Zoom for this electronic meeting. 16 

 17 

All members of the Commission have the ability to communicate contemporaneously during 18 

this meeting through this platform, and the public has access to contemporaneously listen 19 

and, if necessary, participate in this meeting through dialing the following phone #312-626-20 

6799 and password 893 0309 1416, or by clicking on the following website address: 21 

https://zoom.us/j/89303091416 that was included in the public notice of this meeting.   22 

 23 

Providing public notice of the necessary information for accessing the meeting: 24 

We previously gave notice to the public of the necessary information for accessing the    25 

meeting, including how to access the meeting using Zoom or telephonically. Instructions 26 

have also been provided on the website of the Planning Board at: www.amherstnh.gov. 27 

 28 

Providing a mechanism for the public to alert the public body during the meeting if there are 29 

problems with access: If anybody has a problem, please call 603-341-5290. 30 

 31 

Adjourning the meeting if the public is unable to access the meeting: 32 

In the event the public is unable to access the meeting, the meeting will be adjourned and   33 

rescheduled. 34 

 35 

Please note that all votes that are taken during this meeting shall be done by roll call vote. 36 

 37 

Let’s start the meeting by taking a roll call attendance. When each member states their    38 

presence, please also state whether there is anyone in the room with you during this meeting, 39 

which is required under the Right-to- Know law. 40 

 41 

Roll call attendance: Tom Grella, Doug Chabinsky, Chris Buchanan, Bill Rapf, and 42 

Jamie Ramsay; all alone and present. 43 

 44 

 45 

http://www.amherstnh.gov/
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 46 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 47 

 48 

1. Discussion regarding paving the parking lot to the South of Town Hall 49 

 50 

Eric Hahn, DPW Director, stated that, due to the provisions needed to reopen Town Hall, he   be-51 

lieves it would be a benefit to pave the parking lot strip adjacent to Town Hall on Courthouse 52 

Road. This is the only lot in the Village with a slope to it, leading to issues with freezing/thawing 53 

cycle and traction for those walking on it. He believes there will be additional foot traffic from 54 

this lot. 55 

 56 

In response to questions from Chris Buchanan, regarding alternative materials, Eric Hahn stated 57 

that any material other than pavement will be porous and not able to be treated the same as the 58 

road next to it. 59 

 60 

Bill Rapf noted that, from an aesthetic point-of-view, adding more asphalt around Town Hall 61 

does not seem to fit with the character of the building. He would prefer to see something similar 62 

to brick pavers. 63 

 64 

Jamie Ramsay agreed that the Commission has looked to limit the amount of asphalt being added 65 

to the Historic District. While he understands that this area is a high traffic spot, he would like 66 

for alternative materials to be considered.  67 

 68 

In response to a question from Jamie Ramsay, Eric Hahn stated that he looked into regrading the 69 

lot, but does not want to disturb any of the tombs in the cemetery. Also, if any excavation work 70 

is undertaken in the cemetery, a certified archeologist would need to be present. Eric Hahn     ex-71 

plained that he also looked at lowering the walkway area into the cemetery, but there is a stone 72 

wall right in that area that makes him question if the possibility is feasible. 73 

 74 

Chris Buchanan reminded the Commission that a presentation was made to the group about a 75 

year ago regarding Unilock, composite brick pavers that look like brick but can still be 76 

salt/sanded. Eric Hahn stated that he had not considered these.  77 

 78 

Eric Hahn stated that he believes there is an urgency to this request, in order to mitigate a        79 

potential hazard at Town Hall, and to reduce the amount of sand being tracked onto the historic 80 

flooring. 81 

 82 

Tom Grella explained that plowing anything other than hot top may damage the plow. 83 

 84 

Doug Chabinsky stated that he isn’t sure there will be quite the additional traffic, as was stated. 85 

Now that appointments are needed to access Town Hall, he believes that there may be less    peo-86 

ple showing up to Town Hall, in general. He stated that paving the strip in front of the        his-87 

toric cemetery and Town Hall detracts from these areas. 88 

 89 

 90 
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 91 

Jamie Ramsay agreed. He stated that this should be looked into for short-term benefits, versus 92 

the long-term change. He suggested that the idea be examined through one more winter before 93 

making a decision. 94 

 95 

Eric Hahn stated that he has a concern about the melt/thaw issue with a gravel lot. He believes 96 

that, if gravel was really more favorable, there would be more gravel driveways in the Historic 97 

District. He explained that the Board gave him permission to go ahead with the paving, but only 98 

if the Commission was in agreement. 99 

 100 

Doug Chabinsky stated that there may not be many gravel driveways in the Historic District, but 101 

to pave this lot would be to add an additional area of asphalt almost the equivalent width of the 102 

road. He believes this is overpowering. He also stated that he believes frozen water on asphalt is 103 

far slipperier than on gravel. 104 

 105 

Doug Chabinsky moved to postpone doing anything with the parking area until    106 

research into alterative options is considered; the Commission does not concur with 107 

asphalt being used at this time. Bill Rapf seconded. 108 

 109 

Discussion: 110 

Chris Buchanan stated that the Commission agrees that the parking lot should be 111 

safe and that appropriate materials should be used to make it so. He believes that a 112 

middle-ground can be found, with materials that meet the criteria needed without 113 

changing the feel of the area. He noted that Section 8.3 of the Historic District     114 

regulations discusses parking areas. 115 

 116 

In response to a question from Tom Grella, Eric Hahn stated that he hasn’t yet  spo-117 

ken to any vendors about possibly tinting the hot top. 118 

 119 

Jamie Ramsay suggested that alternative materials be considered and decided upon 120 

in a timely manner; namely, before next winter. 121 

 122 

Roll call: Doug Chabinsky – aye; Bill Rapf – aye; Jamie Ramsay – aye; Tom Grella 123 

– nay; and Chris Buchanan – aye. 4-0-1; motion carried. 124 

 125 

OLD BUSINESS: 126 

 127 

1. CASE #: PZ12459-032720 – Tara Syverson, 12 Main Street, PIN #: 017-006-000-128 

Request for approval to add a west-facing shed dormer with three windows to first ad-129 

dition; a single gable dormer to west side of south facing roof on main house; change 130 

three double hung  windows in main and first addition attics to 30" x 48" egress win-131 

dows; replacing and moving mud room steel door with new exterior door and remov-132 

ing one window to accommodate new door location. Continued from    September 17, 133 

2020 134 
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 135 

Tara Syverson and James Zona presented the case. 136 

 137 

James Zona explained that the attic has a potential 1,000sqft living space area, partly due to the 138 

dormers and ceiling requirements. There are two doors adjacent to each other in the main      139 

building, one that goes into the garage and the other that goes into the backyard. These doors are 140 

on a 90 degree angle on the same corner. One of these doors, the one west facing, is being     pro-141 

posed to be moved and replaced with a 15 pane door. James Zona stated that there is a     window 142 

in this area of the house that will also need to be removed. 143 

 144 

Jamie Ramsay stated that he believes any of these changes will lead to limited impact of the   pu-145 

blic views. 146 

 147 

In response to a question from Doug Chabinsky, James Zona explained that the two sets of 148 

egress windows were quoted through PJ Currier. James Zona explained that there are two styles 149 

of Marvin windows being explored at this time, the Elevate Series which has a fiberglass frame 150 

and sash, and the Ultimate Series, which is all wood. The applicant would prefer the less expense 151 

fiberglass material, if possible. 152 

 153 

Jamie Ramsay explained that the Commission would prefer to see a narrower muntin bar on any 154 

style of window, 5/8’’ is preferred.  He also explained that this property is a Contributing      pro-155 

perty, and the Commission regulations note that all wood windows are generally required.  156 

 157 

James Zona noted that the windows being replaced are not historic windows. The existing     158 

windows are made of aluminum and vinyl with internal dividers. 159 

 160 

In response to a question from Chris Buchanan, James Zona stated that there is no longer any de-161 

molition proposed along with this application. 162 

 163 

Chris Buchanan noted that the Commission’s regulations look to bring items into compliance, 164 

even if they aren’t currently in compliance, such as the existing windows proposed to be repla-165 

ced. 166 

 167 

James Zona stated that he will use the Ultimate Series for these replacement windows. He also 168 

noted that there were originally proposed to be three windows on the shed dormer; there are now 169 

only two windows propsed. 170 

 171 

Public Comment : 172 

William Fitzpatrick, 26 High Street New Boston, NH, stated that Marvin Ultimate Series      win-173 

dows come with the option of 5/8’’ muntin bars, with divided lights. 174 

 175 

In response to a question from Jamie Ramsay, James Zona stated that he will choose a             re-176 

placement door for the first floor that has the narrowest muntin bars available.  177 

 178 
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Chris Buchanan moved to accept the application as submitted, with all wood      179 

windows with 5/8’’ muntin bars and divided lights, and the Chairman’s decision for 180 

lights on the proposed door. Tom Grella seconded. 181 

 182 

FINDINGS: 183 

1. House is a Contributing property 184 

2. Public view of the addition is restricted 185 

 186 

Roll call: Chris Buchanan – aye; Doug Chabinsky – aye; Bill Rapf – aye; Tom      187 

Grella -aye; Jamie Ramsay – aye. Motion carried unanimously. 188 

 189 

Jamie Ramsay explained to the applicant how the 30-day appeal process works, in case the    190 

Historic District Commission’s decision was contested by an abutter or other interested party. 191 

 192 

NEW BUSINESS: 193 

 194 

2. CASE #: PZ13188-093020 –Christina Ferrari & Tim Yarnall (Owners & Appli-195 

cants), 5 School Street, PIN #:017-080-000–Request for approval for demolition 196 

and removal of portions of the rear building and reconstruction thereof 197 

Christina Ferrari, Tim Yarnell, Greg Mattison, general contractor, and Bill Fitzpatrick, builder, 198 

joined the Commission. 199 

 200 

Christina Ferrari explained that the back part of the house is failing, rotting, and that there’s a 201 

foundation issue. The look to reconstruct a portion of the house, while also seizing the             202 

opportunity to create a safe egress from the second floor. The proposal looks to keep with the ex-203 

isting nature of the house and accomplishes the owner’s goals while also addressing the  Com-204 

mission’s concerns. 205 

 206 

Bill Fitzpatrick stated that the second-floor ceiling has been lowered to an 8’ ceiling, while the 207 

first floor will be maintained at 9’. There are proposed risers between the older and newer      208 

sections of the house. The initial plans tried to eliminate any steps, but these have been            re-209 

introduced due to the height and scale of the area. There will be three risers, below 7”.  210 

 211 

Greg Mattison explained that the major components of the rear structure of the building include 212 

demolition and reconstruction. The proposed means, methods and materials will mimic those of 213 

yesteryear. The proposed siding and windows will continue to follow the same lines of the front 214 

structure. The proposed changes will be incorporated into the existing footprint. The current 215 

building issues are not able to be properly renovated, under current building codes. 216 

 217 

In response to a question from Doug Chabinsky, Greg Mattison stated that the brick façade on 218 

the back addition will remain. There will be a delineation in the middle of the second-floor   219 

glazing windows, where the brick ceases and the existing eave is located. Currently, the proposal 220 

is to add clapboard siding in this area. The existing brick façade and the existing granite       221 

foundation will not be removed. 222 
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 223 

In response to a question from Doug Chabinsky, Greg Mattison directed the group to page A3 of 224 

the plans, that show the wall towards 3 School Street that is proposed to be demolished. The      225 

garage is also proposed to be demolished and redone. The proposed garage will allow for access 226 

into the house. 227 

 228 

Public Comment: 229 

Will Ludt, 3 School Street, stated that he and his wife are in full support of the proposed project. 230 

 231 

In response to a question from Jamie Ramsay, Greg Mattison explained that he has not yet   com-232 

pleted a subsurface investigation of the property and is unsure if there is any ledge in the base-233 

ment area. Greg Mattison stated that the east side of the property was cobbled at some point. If 234 

footing is needed to be added in this area, the size of the new basement will shrink. 235 

 236 

Greg Mattison stated that it is about 13’ from the property over to 3 School Street. Some amount 237 

of shoring may be necessary. 238 

 239 

In response to a question from Chris Buchanan, Greg Mattison stated that the siding is proposed 240 

to be cedar clapboard. There will be no PVC used in any of the assemblies on the property. All 241 

wood windows are proposed, with simulated divided lights with spacer bars. Greg Mattison   242 

stated that he would like to introduce wooden storms to all of the windows. The shutters will be  243 

similar to the existing shutters, and the paint colors will be consistent. The trims, cornices, and 244 

crowns will all be all wood. The roof is proposed to be copper flashing with lead flashings here 245 

and there with asphalt on top.  246 

 247 

In response to a question from Chris Buchanan, Greg Mattison stated that, unless, the granite 248 

foundation in the brick addition section has failed, he intends to keep it in place and work to rem-249 

edy any issues or reuse the blocks on site. 250 

 251 

Greg Mattison stated that he will provide the Commission with a list of all materials to be used 252 

on site. 253 

 254 

In response to a question from Jamie Ramsay, Bill Fitzpatrick stated that the floors on the       ad-255 

dition off the north side of the building will be about the same elevation as those to the brick ad-256 

dition. There will be a 7.5-8” step down into the kitchen. The floors will essentially be the same 257 

elevation from the main section to the brick section on the first floor. The main section ceiling 258 

height is about 10’; the height of the ceiling proposed in the brick addition to the north is about 259 

7’.  260 

 261 

Jamie Ramsay suggested that the exterior western wall on the brick addition be raised, so that the 262 

peak of the roof on the northern section not be lower than the cornice of the main part of the 263 

house. The two prominent sides of this building are the western side on Boston Post Road, and 264 

that on School Street. There are prominent public views of each of these facades. He believes 265 

that the main hip roof should remain proud of all the additions to it. He strongly feels that the 266 

ridge should fall below the cornice of the house. 267 
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 268 

In response to a question from Jamie Ramsay, Bill Fitzpatrick stated that the applicant would like 269 

to keep the same floor elevations as they are now, with five risers down from the addition to the 270 

bank building. While there is a potential to add stairs back up or a 7’ ceiling on the first and   271 

second floors, the applicants would not be amenable to this. 272 

 273 

Doug Chabinsky stated that he does not see an issue to the plan as proposed. He stated that,  274 

looking at a side view, the proposal does not seem to impose greatly. 275 

 276 

Jamie Ramsay noted that the proposed porch attached to be brick addition looks unnaturally tall.  277 

Bill Fitzpatrick noted that the plan is looking to mimic the exact dimensions of the front porch. 278 

The elevation from the front porch will be brought around to the back. The plan may not show 279 

this appropriately, but it is the intention. 280 

 281 

In response to a question from Jamie Ramsay, Bill Fitzpatrick stated that the bay window is in 282 

the kitchen area. There is a tall section of clapboard there that is probably about 36” or 40” tall. 283 

The vision is to create a rectangular pop out. Greg Mattison stated that the bay window could be 284 

accentuated at the bottom a bit with architectural elements. 285 

 286 

In response to a question from Doug Chabinsky, Greg Mattison stated that the materials removed 287 

from the original window will be recycled back into the project somewhere. 288 

 289 

FINDINGS: 290 

1. Property is Contributing 291 

2. Property is a highly visible corner property, with frontage on two streets 292 

3. Proposed changes are within the original footprint 293 

4. Selective demolition seems appropriate, as the building is no longer structurally sound 294 

5. Proposed materials are appropriate 295 

6. This is a significant house in the Historical District, both due to its history and the views of it 296 

 297 

Doug Chabinsky moved to accept the plans as presented, with the modification that 298 

the rear porch line roof be lowered to be in proportion, and that a list of final      299 

materials be provided. 300 

Roll call: Chris Buchanan – aye; Doug Chabinsky – aye; Bill Rapf – aye; Tom   301 

Grella -aye; Jamie Ramsay – nay. 4-0-1; motion. 302 

 303 

Jamie Ramsay explained to the applicant how the 30-day appeal process works, in case the    304 

Historic District Commission’s decision was contested by an abutter or other interested party. 305 

 306 

3. CASE #: PZ13184-093020 –Josefine Garcia & Matthew Ostrowski (Owners &           307 

Applicants), 5 Narraganset Road, PIN#: 018-010-000–Request for approval 308 

to install an 8' x10’storage shed on a gravel base edged with wood and mulch. 309 

 310 
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Mike Ostrowski, father of Matt and Josefine, presented the case. He explained that the proposal 311 

is for a simple 8x10’ Reeds Ferry shed. This will be all wood and look similar to the house, with 312 

the same color roof and painted clapboard to match. 313 

 314 

In response to a question from Jamie Ramsay, Mike Ostrowski stated that the proposed shed 315 

would be located adjacent to the driveway on the woods side. There is a deck off the back of the 316 

house on the woods side as well. The proposed shed would be located about 20’ behind this 317 

deck, with the gable end facing toward Beaver Brook Circle. 318 

 319 

FINDINGS: 320 

1. Property is Non-Contributing 321 

2. Proposed shed is visible from Beaver Brook Circle 322 

3. Proposed style of construction keeps with the house and other neighboring buildings 323 

 324 

Doug Chabinsky moved to approve the application as presented. Tom Grella         325 

seconded. 326 

Roll call: Chris Buchanan – aye; Doug Chabinsky – aye; Bill Rapf – aye; Tom   327 

Grella -aye; Jamie Ramsay – aye. Motion carried unanimously. 328 

 329 

Jamie Ramsay explained to the applicant how the 30-day appeal process works, in case the    330 

Historic District Commission’s decision was contested by an abutter or other interested party. 331 

 332 

4. CASE #: PZ13185-093020 –Lynda Tracey (Owner & Applicant) &                 333 

Bryan Norwalt  (Applicant), 98 Amherst Street, PIN #: 005-044-000–Re-334 

quest for approval to build a new deck due to unsafe condition of existing one 335 

Randy (?) stated that the proposal is to build a new deck because the old deck is failing and     336 

unsafe.  337 

 338 

In response to a question from Jamie Ramsay, Randy stated that he believes the deck needs a 339 

foundation, and thus wants to place the new deck on the side of the house to make it more     340 

structurally sound. The existing deck on the back will be removed. He does not want to replace 341 

the deck in the back, because the location on the side is nicer.  342 

 343 

In response to a question from Doug Chabinsky, Randy stated that he would like to use AZEK 344 

for decking materials, with a metal railing. 345 

 346 

In response to a question from Jamie Ramsay, Randy stated that the width of the proposed deck 347 

is about 14’, the length is about 23’6”. There will be six concrete pilons placed under the deck. 348 

The deck will be about 2’ from the house, with a façade connecting the two. The deck will run 349 

the entire length of the house. The front deck face on Amherst Street will be about 8’ from the 350 

house. There are trees and foliage that will mostly block this view.  351 

 352 

In response to a question from Doug Chabinsky, Chris Buchanan stated that the Historic District 353 

regulations don’t mention decking but do mention “streetscapes.” The proposed deck is a       354 
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 355 

structure, although it doesn’t have a roof or sides. The regulations regarding structures do note 356 

that they should be constructed of natural materials.  357 

 358 

Jamie Ramsay mentioned that there might be a good argument for using AZEK as the decking 359 

material, as most wood will rot eventually for a deck. 360 

 361 

The Commission discussed that the application is missing some materials that might help the 362 

group decide on it. Chris Buchanan mentioned that there are no clear photos that depict the    363 

proposed location of the deck.  364 

 365 

Doug Chabinsky moved to table the application, without prejudice to November 19, 366 

2020, at 7pm via Zoom. Jamie Ramsay seconded. 367 

Roll call: Chris Buchanan – aye; Doug Chabinsky - aye; Tom Grella – aye; Bill Rapf 368 

– aye; and Jamie Ramsay - aye. Motion carried unanimously. 369 

 370 

OTHER BUSINESS: 371 

5. Minutes: September 17, 2020 372 

 373 

Tom Grella moved to approve the minutes from September 17, 2020, as presented. 374 

Doug Chabinsky seconded. 375 

Roll call: Chris Buchanan – abstain; Bill Rapf – aye; Tom Grella – aye; Doug 376 

Chabinsky – aye; and Jamie Ramsay - aye. 4-1-0; motion carried. 377 

 378 

The group discussed a privacy fence at Clark School that is being used for an outdoor classroom 379 

area. 380 

 381 

The group discussed the air conditioning unit at the corner of Boston Post Road. Jamie Ramsay 382 

explained that there are currently about five letters in regard to violations around the Historic 383 

District. Scott Tenney is addressing these issues. 384 

 385 

 Doug Chabinsky moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:00pm. Tom Grella seconded. 386 

Roll call: Jamie Ramsay -aye; Tom Grella – aye; Doug Chabinsky – aye; Bill Rapf – 387 

aye; Chris Buchanan – aye. Motion carried unanimously. 388 

 389 

 390 

 391 

Respectfully submitted, 392 

Kristan Patenaude 393 

 394 

Minutes approved: November 19, 2020 395 


