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Photo Credits 

Photos on Cover Page and Page 16 from Amherst Fourth of July Parade (of Spartan and Drum and Bugle 

Corps.) courtesy Travis Warren (CC BY-NC 2.0).  

All other photos, unless otherwise specified, are courtesy Nashua Regional Planning Commission or furnished 

by Working Groups.  
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“Open green spaces, that it is walking 
friendly, charming and stays true to it's    

historic feel. I don't want it to change at all, 
it's perfect just as it is.” 

“Visually, it is stunning” 

“The historic charm, tree lighting & Halloween activities”  

“Remarkably preserved historic rural village” 

“The ‘Norman Rockwell’ feel with all 
its charm of a small town village. All 

the wonderful family events that 
take place - the 4th of July Parade, 

the Antique Show on the Green with 
the Library book sale, the Christmas 

tree lighting, etc.” 

“That it is small, quiet and quaint”  

“More activity like a true village center should have.” 

“More recreational space for walking/strolling and bicycling” 

“Leave Village alone!!!” 

“Bring it to life a bit. Mike's and Moulton's 
demonstrate that businesses can fit in.        

See New Boston for some good examples.” 

“A café or pub. Right now 
Moulton's and the Library ful-
fill the need for social meeting 
spots, one or two more in that 

vein would be welcome.” 

“Slower moving cars and more yielding to pedestrians” 

“Nothing!” 

“A place on the green where we could get a burger and a beer...” 

“Increased opportunity for residents to interact with one another.”  

“Make it more of a place where we could spend the day. Bike, walk, stop for ice cream” 

“More things for young families to do.” 

“I am grateful [the Village] 
exists as it is” 

“Farmers Market!” 

“Protect areas from 
further development”  

“Picturesque, quaint, unique, historical” 

“Quiet living while enjoying a walkable village 
along with a great small store named Moulton’s. 

This is why I chose to move to the Village 20 
years ago to raise my two children.” 

“It's not sold out to 
commercial activity” 

“The green and the library” 

“It's living history. People continue to live in 
the houses where people lived over the past 

200 years. ... 

EXCERPTS from the Amherst Village Visual Preference Survey 



 

 

 

 

 

Year Established: 1991 

1600 Acres 

120 buildings 

Hillsborough County Seat from 

1769 to 1864 

Period architecture ranging 

from 1700 to 1924, including 

Late Colonial, Federal and 

Greek Revival 

Largest Designated Historic 

District in New Hampshire 

Historic District Commission: 5 

members, 5 alternates 

Once the key Southern New 

Hampshire commercial and 

industrial center, today the 

district is largely residential 

and only four purely commer-

cial structures remain. 
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The Amherst Village Historic District, displayed in brown, is the largest historic district in the state and stretches along Amherst Street from Route 101 to the southern 

end of Old Milford Road. The district also stretches as far north as Brookwood Drive.  The Village itself, displayed in pink, is generally recognized as being bound by 

Amherst Street to the south, Courthouse Lane to the east, Sunset Road and the Manchester Road Bridge to the north and Davis Lane to the west. 



 



 

 

 

 

A sidewalk along Main Street in Amherst Village. 



 



 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

 

 

 

 

Many residents complained that 

excess signage marred the village 

landscape. The Working Group iden-

tified a number of road signs that 

were unnecessary in the Village, 

including virtually all signage alert-

ing motorists of stop signs, cross-

walks or traffic signals ahead since 

sightlines are relatively unimpeded.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Speed feedback signs 

(far left) and school 

zone beacons (left) 

are among the     

Working Group’s high 

and moderate cost 

traffic and safety                                   

recommendations. 



 

The Working Group 

recommended      

discontinuing a por-

tion of Middle  in the 

Village to  enhance 

the Village Green 

and improve pedes-

trian conditions.  

CURRENT RECOMMENDATION 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Above: There are opportunities to better link several existing trails in the vicinity of Am-

herst Village to the center of the district.  

Below : An eye-catching trailhead could be placed at a center point in the Village. Also, 

Adirondack chairs placed around a granite boulder is a working group recommendation for 

Buchanan Park. 
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Members of the Historic Preservation Working Group agreed on the need to strengthen the visibility of the Historic District through special signage. Tasteful and highly 

visible welcome signs would be placed at gateways to the district, while historic street signs would provide another visual reminder of the historic district. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Lighting and Utilities Working Group members noted concern that utility 

poles significantly marred the aesthetics of the town’s landscape. 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Clinton County, Ohio and Montgomery Township, NJ to the Ballard neighborhood of Seattle, several communities have adopted successful ‘Shop Local’ cam-

paigns that encourage residents to support locally-owned businesses. 



 



 

 



 

 



 

Word Cloud created using written survey responses to the question “What is best about Amherst Village?” 


